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INFORMATION ABOUT INDIA 


By J. ROY STROCK, D.D., Baltimore, Md. 


AS WE are receiving inquiries as to whether missionary work can be 
carried on in India under present conditions, I think it would be fine for 
you to publish the following Statistical Summary for India for 1943. It has 
just come by air mail from Mrs. R. S. Oberly, our statistician on the field. 
I think you will agree with me that these statistics show that the Mission is 
not only “carrying on,” but is achieving conspicuous success. 

The baptized membership at the close of 1943 was 202,643, an increase 
of 4,113 over the membership at the end of 1942. It should be noted that the 
year 1942 had shown an increase of only 2,874 over 1941, 

The number of baptisms was 8,772, an increase of 1,008 over 1942. 

Villages with Christians increased from 2,303 for 1942 to 2,325 for 1943. 

The receipts in India for the support of the work came to over a million 
Rupees, an increase over 1942 of 33.9 per cent. 

The number of Indian workers employed by the Mission and the Andhra 
Evangelical Lutheran Church—chiefly by the Church—rose from 3,372 for 
1942 to 3,394, and this in spite of the fact that a number of our workers are 
in the Indian Army, Navy and Air Corps and in various forms of war 
service as technicians. 


Statistical Summary-—by MRS. R. S. OBERLY 
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TRAINED TO TITHING 


SEVERAL weeks ago a stranger, a member of the Merchant Marine, ap- 
peared within the portals of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Henry Street, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., and worshiped with the small congregation there assem- 
bled. At the close of the service a $100 bill was discovered in the offering 
plate, and the congregation felt convinced it was the gift of the stranger. 

The following Sunday the pastor, the Rev. Erwin Muller, was at the 
church door greeting strangers when the same man appeared. Pastor Muller 
engaged him in conversation and learned that he was a member of North 
Austin Church, Chicago, where he had been trained by his pastor, Dr. F. W. 
Otterbein, in giving by tithes. When he landed at the Erie basin in Brooklyn 
after an ocean voyage, he found that his account with God had a surplus. 
He telephoned the Brooklyn Inner Mission Society asking for the name of 
a near-by worthy church, and St. Paul’s was suggested. 

He worshiped the second time with St. Paul’s congregation, and again 
put a bill of $100 in the plate. He has not come since, for this grateful ser- 
vant of God is undoubtedly out on the high winter seas. SAMUEL TREXLER. 
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Lead Thou Me On 


(ApaprTep From “LEAD, KINDLY Licnr”), 
By G. LUTHER WEIBEL, Trenton, N. J. 


O BLESSED Father, be with me, I pray, 

And lead me on; : 

The night is dark, I’ve wandered far 
away; 

Lead Thou me on: 

Guide Thou my feet; and though I can— 
not see 

The path ahead, I safely walk witht 
Thee. 


O Precious Saviour, come from heaven 
above, ‘ 

To lead me on; 

Help me to spurn the worldly things i 
love; 

Lead Thou me on: 

Accept a contrite heart; do Thou forgive 

My sins and let me ever to Thee live. 


O Holy Spirit, enter Thou my heart, 

And lead me on; 

Choose Thou my way, and ne’er from 
me depart, 

Till heav’n be won: 

Then let me find a home among the 
blest, 

And enter into Thine eternal rest. 


O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, hear, 

And lead me on; 

That I may Raith thé host redeemed! 
appear; 

Lead Thou me on: 

Then with the saints and angels round 

, Thy throne, 

Thy Name I'll praise in Thy eternal 
home. 


The Most Needed 


A Prayer by JOHN W. DOWLER, 
Muhlenberg College 


Au, Lord, we ask for many things— 
For goods and worldly fame. 

For wealth and every earthly power 
We ask in Thy dear name. 


We ask for things, and many things— 
We ask—and think of self, 

And do not pause to fathom here 
Thy great and bounteous wealth. 


We see Thy power everywhere; 
We see Thy gracious love; 

But only stop to ask for things 
In prayers to Thee above. 


Ah, Lord, we ask for many things, 
But, Lord, we do not pray 

For thankfulness to Thee for care 
Throughout a tiring day. 


Ah, Lord, I ask Thee but for this— 
Thy heavenly grace impart, 

And give me always unto Thee 
A loving, thankful heart. 
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YOUTH SEEKS THE ANSWERS 


THE subject of Juvenile Delinquency continues to receive frequent 
and serious attention, from individuals and groups interested in homes, 
schools, and governmental agencies. So far the amount of teen age evil- 
doing has not shown a decrease. 

It is generally agreed that the youth are presumed to obtain training 
in character from their home life, from the educational institutions they 
attend, and from the rules which issue from local, state, and national 
sources of law. Hence housing, employment, recreation, schools, and 
legal enactments have been subjected to critical examination. The results 
are not as satisfactory as the spread of domestic, economic, cultural and 
social privileges has been expected to provide. On the contrary, some 
authorities claim that the moral principles which derive,from the Chris- 
tian religion and which have divine sanctions, have been neglected and 
in some instances opposed, in the interest of individual self-determination. 

The restoration of religion to homes, schools, and the principles of 
government must come from the churches. It is at the same time true 
that the churches are vitally obligated toward the cure of juvenile delin- 
quency. If the principles of self-determination and of the separation of 
church and state are now made the excuses for license, a way of adjust- 
ment must be found and made operative. 

Tue LUTHERAN presents for the consideration of its readers the propo- 
sition that co-ordination annually of catechetical classes could provide an 
elevating contribution toward higher morality. Influence to be effective 
must be applied beyond the sphere of the individual or his parish. An 
understanding such as we Lutherans could reach through conference and 
synodical areas would have both force and attractiveness. Youths could 
enlist themselves. in movements that would serve families, schools, and 
legislative bodies. 


THE CHURCH 


IN-THE nEwsS...----- 4&4 & Elson Kuph 


Lutheran bishop coming 

Sicurcier SicurDsson, bishop of 
Iceland, is scheduled to visit the 
United States in the very near fu- 
ture. Late in February he attended 
the twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
Icelandic National League in Win- 
nipeg, Canada. He 
will confer with 
Lutheran leaders 
in New York and 
Philadelphia. The 
Bishop is “one of 
. Iceland’s most 
loved and re- 
spected leaders both in church and 
government circles,” writes Chaplain 
J. H. August Borleis from his post 
in Iceland. The bishop has been par- 
ticularly helpful to American sol- 
diers on duty in his land. 


Meet to talk of merger 

In half a dozen eastern cities dur- 
ing February there have been meet- 
ings of clergymen of the Congrega- 
tional Christian Churches and of the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church, 
testing out sentiment for a merger 
for these denominations. 

“When the two groups feel well 
enough acquainted, the national 
bodies will vote upon the union. The 


first meetings at which such a vote ra 


could be taken will fall in Jun 
1944,” a joint committee of the de- 
nominations states. 

In Cleveland there was a meeting 
recently of the state superintendents 
of the Congregational Christians and 
the Evangelical and Reformed synod 
presidents. They found considerable 
variation among themselves on doc- 
trine and church organization. The 
following statement on a proposed 
confession of faith for the new de- 
nomination (to be called the United 
Christian Church) is contained in 
the “Basis of Union”: 


“The faith which unites us and to 
which we bear witness is that faith in 
God which the Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments set forth, which 
the ancient Church expressed in the 
ecumenical creeds, to which our own 
spiritual fathers. gave utterance in the 
evangelical confessions of the Reforma- 
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tion, and which we are duty bound to 
express in the words of our time as 
God Himself gives us light.” 


Vindicate common cup 

Two scientists of the University of 
Chicago have reported that they do 
not find that the use of a silver com- 
munion cup contributes to the spread 
of infectious disease. 

Dr. William Burrows and Dr. 
Elizabeth Hemmons state in the 
Journal of Infectious Diseases that 
heavy metals, particularly silver, 
have long been known to have a bac- 
tericidal effect, and are self-steriliz- 
ing. 


Communion cups from shells 


Overseas Chaplain Arnold W. 
Raugust, desiring a set of individual 
communion cups, made them him- 
self; “I made them out of empty 
fifty-calibre shells,” he explains to 
National Lutheran Council’ head- 
quarters. He cut the shells down to 
the proper height, polished them, 
filed off the edges until they were 
rounded, “and when finished they 
looked fine.” 


Norwegian Church may change name 


Tue Norwegian Lutheran Church 
of America will consider at its con- 
vention in June the question of drop- 
ping the word “Norwegian” from its 
name. The recommendation is com- 
ing from the Southern Minnesota 
District Pastoral Conference. 

The Church has taken into its fold 
many persons from other national- 
ities, states the Rev. J. C. Thompson, 
secretary of the conference. In many 
parishes the continued use of a name 
based on national origin arouses re- 
sentment. 


Missouri considers unity proposal 


A FAVORABLE response to the over- 
ture for Lutheran unity, made by 


the executive committee of the. 


American Lutheran Conference, has 
been published by the Lutheran Wit- 
ness, official Missouri Synod paper. 
The overture contains “nothing 
that can be defined as unscriptural 
and un-Lutheran,” says the Witness, 


and “is an event of the highest im- — 
portance.” i 

“Whether fellowship relations 
come soon or late,” the overture 
“must cause all those to rejoice who 
love the truth.” 

The overture for unity bases fra- 
ternal recognition among Lutheran 
bodies upon agreement in doctrine as 
set forth (1) in the Minneapolis 
Theses (which form the doctrinal 
basis of the American Lutheran Con- 
ference), (2) the Brief Statement 
(of the Missouri Synod) and the 
Declaration (American’ Lutheran 
Church), and (3) the Pittsburgh 
Agreement reached between the 
American Lutheran Church and the 
United Lutheran Church. 

Regarding the Pittsburgh Agree- 
ment, Witness editors say the Mis- 
souri Synod “has never held that its 
statements concerning inspiration, 
the lodge, and unionism contain 
error.” F 

The Witness raises questions re- — 
garding the extent to which the of- ~ 
ficial declarations of Lutheran bodies 
are actually accepted and put into 
practice. “We know that leading men 
of the U. L. C. have rejected the 
Pittsburgh Agreement ‘because it 
undoubtedly teaches Verbal Inspira- — 
tion,” says the Witness. 


Negroes in Jesuit college? 

A Jesuit professor at St. Louis 
University recently delivered a ser- 
mon to the students denouncing race 
discrimination. He is the Rev. Claude 
Herman Heithaus. At the close of 
his address he asked students who 
shared his convictions to rise. They 
all did so. Then he led them in the 
following prayer: , 

“Lord Jesus, we are sorry and 
ashamed for all the wrongs that the 
white men have done to your colored 
children. We are firmly resolved 
never again to have any part in them 
and to do everything in our power to 
prevent them.” 

The speaker pointed out that St. 
Louis University will not enroll 
Catholic Negroes, although it admits 
Protestants, Jews, Mormons, Moham- 
medans, and even atheists. 


The Lutheran 


IN THE WORLD'S EVE 


The Destruction of the Benedictine 
monastery on Monte Cassino is re- 


_grettable, but not surprising. Now 


that it has occurred, let us hope there 
may be a proportionate expression 
of regret for the destruction of all 
religious sites and buildings. Canter- 
bury Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, 
St. Paul’s of London, the churches 
of Coventry and Plymouth, were 
equally as holy as Monte Cassino, 
and as rich with historical dignity, 
if not with years. Monte Cassino, if 
it could express feelings, would 
likely be quite philosophical about 
its recent experiences. It began with 
destruction. Its foundations were 
laid with the stones.of a ruined Tem- 
ple of Apollo on the site Benedict 
chose. It was sacked by the Teutonic 
Lombards within fifty years (583); 
the Saracens next destroyed it in 


_857, and it underwent a succession 


of calamities before it was conse- 
crated the third time in 1649; it was 
despoiled of immense accumulations 
of wealth in more modern times by 
the secular authorities, presumably 
Catholic. The Benedictines were for 
centuries the leading Catholic schol- 
ars, and rendered a fine service to 
the church and the world at large. 
It is to be hoped that the matchless 
treasures of its library were not de- 
stroyed in this latest holocaust. Bar- 
barism has always wrought havoc, 
both in its acts and its punishment. 
If a like fate should befall Rome, it 
will be for the reason given by Field 
Marshal Kesselring in his warning 
that whatever happens to Rome will 
“be subject to military considera- 
tions.” 


The Entire Bible in record form 
for the use of the blind is announced 
by the American Foundation for the 
Blind. This labor of love will be 
completed in a few months with the 
pressing of the records of the final 
books of the Bible, and their distri- 
bution among the 27 libraries for the 
blind in the U. S. A. The complete 
recording uses 169 two-sided disks, 
evidently large, for each disk uses 30 
minutes of playing time. The time 
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needed to play the whole Bible is 
8414 hours. The disks, light in weight, 
thin and unbreakable, are safely 
packed and sent postage-free, with 
return, to all legitimate users. Even- 
tually they will be on sale at 25 cents 
a record, or $42.25 for the entire set. 
Since less than 25 per cent of the na- 
tion’s blind are able to read the touch 
system of Braille records with speed 
and assurance, these sound records 
will fill a long-felt want. But there 
are astonishingly many people with 
sight who cannot be bothered with 
reading. They use their eyes for pic- 
tures (soon for television) and their 
ears for the radio. The Bible in disk 
form now will have a chance of ap- 
peal over the air, or lead again to the 
use of the home graphaphone. 


Protestantism in Latin America is 
accumulating dividends from the in- 
temperate attacks of its hierarchical 
foes. The breaking up of Protestant 
meetings in Lima and Callao (Peru); 
the seizing and burning of Bibles; 
mobs shouting against Luther, Prot- 
estantism and the United Nations— 
particularly Britain and the U.S. A. 
—caused Peru’s most prominent po- 
litical leaders to protest to their 
President against the intolerance, 
and to call attention to the religious 
liberty guaranteed by Peru’s Consti- 
tution. More positively they praised 
the beneficial influence of Protestant- 
ism among the Indians, “in winning 
them to temperance in liquor and 
cocoa.” The expression of Mexico’s 
leaders is equally emphatic. Likewise 
in Argentina, to quote Dr. G. P. 
Howard, Argentine-born minister to 
Latin intellectuals, “the hitherto 
easy-going Argentine citizen is dis- 
covering that it is one thing to win 
or inherit freedom and another to be 
able to keep it. His eyes are being 
opened to the danger of a church 
that allies itself with the forces of 
reaction for the purpose of securing 
special privileges.” All this is water 
on the Protestant wheel. 


Pipes Have been playing an in- 
creasingly important part in our 


Ry Gulius F Seobach 


economy. At present it is displayed 
mostly in the war activities, or be- 
cause of them. That includes the 
pipe-lines to carry fuel oils for homes 
and gasoline for domestic and mil- 
itary purposes. On the field of battle 
it has brought about the develop- 
ment of pipes, spirally welded in 
flexible units four inches in diameter 
and twenty feet long that can be 
easily carried and laid over humps 
and hillocks and around trees. By 
this means liquids, from petroleum 
to water, can be piped to the battle- 
front, and serve directly the needs of 
vehicles and men. There will be a 
place for such piping in days of 
peace. Another application of piping 
is being advocated for communities 
in those days—the direct disposal of 
ashes and garbage from individual 
homes for whole communities. This 
is the proposition of M. M. Cohn as 
laid before the American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers. He says it is 
feasible. Think of the days when 
there would be no more setting out 
of ashes, garbage and flying papers 
to disfigure streets and discomfort 
passers-by! 


Addressing an audience in Dur- 
ham Cathedral, England, the Arch- 
bishop of York, Dr. C. F. Garbett, 
seemed quite upset as he recounted 
the “humiliating terms” imposed by 
the Catholic Church in “mixed mar- 
riages.” He complained bitterly of 
the “very passive” loyalty of mem- 
bers of the Anglican Church, in that 
“they yielded too easily, for instance, 
to the stipulation that a non-Catholic 


“must promise that any children of 


the marriage shall be brought up in 
the Catholic religion.” There must 
have been some immediate and out- 
rageous reason for the Archbishop’s 
outburst. That Catholic attitude has 
been long and widely known. He 
must have heard of the extra humil- 
iations imposed on Protestants en- 
tangled in mixed marriages in the 
Province of Quebec, and of the spe- 
cial privileges allowed the Catholic 
authorities several years ago by the 
judges of that Catholic province. 


The Church’s Duty to Society 


A "Look-in" at the Princeton Inn Lutheran Conference 
By Professor E. THEODORE BACHMANN 


Wuart is “the social mission of the 
Lutheran Church”? A picked group 
of about fifty representative Lu- 
theran laymen, pastors, professors, 
social service executives, spent three 
cloistered days at Princeton, N. J., 
discussing that very question. Meet- 
ing as a free conference, the dele- 
gates constituted a cross-section of 
America’s Lutheranism, spoke their 
mind freely, and wound up not 
merely with a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Joseph Lotsch, of Brooklyn, who 
paid the expenses, but also with a 
set of findings which, if put to work, 
would practically revolutionize the 
role of the Lutheran Church in 
American society. 

Like the fruits of many another 
churchmen’s parley, the findings of 
the Hartwick Seminary conference 
may appear platitudinous. Actually, 
they contain the dynamic of an 
awakening Lutheranism which 
means to shoulder its duty to society. 
The findings speak for the conferees; 
but they presumably articulate the 
sentiments of a host of like-minded 
Lutherans. When summarized, see 
what they express. 

Let the Lutheran Church “under- 
stand, accept and discharge its full 
mission to the social order.” Imple- 
ment Christ-possessed men and 
women with more effective skills for /, 
social betterment. Recognize Ae 
social service as is currently being 
rendered by many of our church peo- 
ple, and resolve that “we must in- 
creasingly give attention to remedial 
and preventive social action.” Be 
alert to problems which demand at- 
tention, such as tensions between 
labor and management, conflicts be- 
tween races, disorganized home and 
family life, delinquency, divorce, 
prostitution, gambling, alcoholism, 
penal abuses, pagan and materialistic 
ideologies, and war itself, 


MORE TRAINING 

Moreover, let increasing numbers 
of qualified young people receive 
better training for social work in 
church and non-church agencies. Be 
eager “to strengthen and purify civic 
and governmental agencies which 
seek to improve the common life.” 
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Let’s be clear about more effective 
co-operation between church and 
government in welfare work. Deter- 
mine not only to assist the under- 
privileged, but also to persuade the 
privileged to discharge their respon- 
sibilities to their fellowmen. See all 
of life in terms of Christian vocation, 
and avoid compartmentalizing it so 
as to thwart social action. Finally, 
let the Lutheran Church enlighten 
the conscience and empower her 
members, by the preaching of the 
Word and the administration of the 
Sacraments, that the will of God may 
be done among men. 

Preceding these findings, which I 
have purposely summed up in the 
imperative, was a program which 
progressed from theory to practice. 
Dr. F. Eppling Reinartz, Philadel- 
phia, keynoted the scope and limita- 
tions of the conference. Dr. Walton 
H. Greever, New York, ably pre- 
sented, “The. Evangelical Approach 
to Social Problems,” stating it in 
terms of a reborn partnership-life 
with Christ. Dr. Lars P. Qualben, 
Staten Island, N. Y., gave an “His- 
torical Appraisal of Lutheran Social 
Action.” Subsequent discussion 
clarified the difference between “so- 
cial action” and “social work.” Miss 
Elsa Castendyck, Washington, D. C., 
representing the Children’s Bureau 
of the Department of Labor, spoke 
on “Juvenile Delinquency.” Mr. 
Jarle Lierfallom, St. Paul, acting di- 
rector of the Minnesota State Wel- 
fare Board, led a discussion on 
“What a Lutheran Congregation Can 
Do in a Child Care Program.” 


THE KEY MAN 


In bringing the conference to a cli- 
max, the panel discussion led by Dr. 
O. P. Kretzmann, Valparaiso, agreed 
that the pastor is the key man in 
leading the church to discharge its 
mission to society. The pastor, to- 


gether with the more capable lay . 


leaders of the congregation, must 
have a working knowledge of how 
to approach social problems wher- 
ever they arise within the parish. 
The chairman declared: “The time 
has come for a thorough restudy of 
seminary and college courses.” Dr. 


Conrad Bergendoff, Rock Island, IIL, 


asserted: “Our seminaries have 
failed to show that there is a relation 
between preaching and service. We 
have intellectualized our ministers. 
Fundamentally, we have not con- 
ceived of man as a unit, and we are 


false when we think only in terms of 


spirit.” 

With confessions such as these, the 
conference revealed how much we as" 
Lutherans must still learn before we — 
can effectively carry out the de- 
mands of our social mission. Thanks 
to the Rev. E. J. Mollenauer, chair- 
man of the conference and president 
of Hartwick Seminary, the delegates 
were repeatedly reminded of this 
necessity. 

The conference issued no call to 
action for the sake of mere activism. 
Likewise, it refused to accept a do- 
nothing attitude toward social prob- 
lems whose solution can be seen and 
achieved only in the light of the gos- 
pel and by the power of God work- 
ing through His servants. 

Perhaps in two years a similar con- 
ference will be called “to appraise 
the progress which we have made in 
thinking on these matters.” Is that 
all? Has the Hartwick Conference 
been just another of those meetings 
whose chief action lies in the resolve 
to meet again? Will we, as Chris- 
tians who believe we have what so- 
ciety needs, merely play at social 
problems while souls are dying? The 
impish murals of our meeting room 
in the Ratskeller of the Princeton 
Inn might easily satirize the whole 
proceedings—if nothing more spe- 
cific resulted from the conference. 


WASTED TIME 


With an evangelical approach to 
social problems clarified, and agree- 
ment as to theological compulsion 
acknowledged, many of the delegates 
felt that the conference might have 


begun where it actually ended. This’ | 


casts no reflection on the planning 
committee. It simply indicates that — 
Lutherans are still wasting a lot of 
time getting acquainted across syn- 
odical lines, when they should be 
making common cause against vir- 
tually overwhelming evils. 

How shall the church co-operate 
with the state in welfare work? How 
shall Lutherans deal with other 
Christian agencies and with com- 
munity organizations? How shall we 
more effectively recruit and train the 
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The Hartwick Seminary Conference on “The Social Mission of the Lutheran Church—Princeton Inn, Princeton, N. J. 


Seated, |. to r.: 
G. M. Bruce; the Rev. S. C. Michelfelder 


Drs. Henry F. Schuh, Franklin C. Koch; the Rev. E. J. Mollenauer; Drs. Ralph H. Long, Walton H. Greever, F. Eppling Reinartz, 


Second row: Dr. A. D. Mattson; the Rev. O. V. Anderson, C. O. Pedersen, Henry J. Whiting; Dr. O. P. Kretzman; the Rey. N. A. Nilsson, W. M. 
Ruccius; Drs. E. E. Flack, G. H. Bechtold, L. Grady Cooper; the Rev. H. F. Wind, Dr. Otto Voigt; the Rev. E. B. Glabe; Dr. P. Bretscher; the 
Rey. L. B. Hamm; Drs. O. Piper, G. Olson, A. L. Dillenbeck; the Rev. Otto G. Gerbich, George E. Meetze; Drs. Emil E. Fischer, Otto H. Bostrom; 


the Rev. C. F. Schaffnifs Drs. 


Tk Guiliadnk B. Chustersen: Mr. Jarle Leirfallom. 


Rear row: the Rev. Adolph Meyer, Mr. Eskold Hauglund; Drs. Lars P. Qualben, Clarence E. Krumbholz, H. Keiter; the Rev. H. B. Brase, E. T. 
Bachmann, R. R. Caemmerer and Dwight F. Putnam 
Dr. Samuel Trexler, Messrs. Joseph M. Lotsch and Winfred P. Elson, and Dr. R. D. Hershey 


Members of the Conference not in the picture: 


host of Christian workers which our 
_ church should supply not only to its 
' own but also to public agencies? 
_ How shall we permeate a paganized 
| community and nation with the sav- 
ing gospel of Christ? 

These are some of the questions 
raised by the conference. The re- 
sponsibility for their solution now 


LAST AND BEST 


rests with the church as a whole. 
Another conference two years hence 
would signify very little, if mean- 
while no intensive program of re- 
search, survey, study, and specific 
proposal were almost immediately 
initiated. Are the various Lutheran 
general bodies ready to support and 
implement such a program? Is it 


North Carolina Synod's 140th Convention Outstanding in 


Record of Achievements 


THe one hundred fortieth annual 
- convention of the United Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod of North Carolina 
heard the “all-out” call to declare 
the Gospel, and saw numerous evi- 
dences of unusual progress the past 
year. Meeting in St. James Church, 
Concord, N. C., February 15-17, 
where synod met one hundred years 
ago, President J. L. Morgan, D.D., 
gave a forceful sermon from the 
same text that the Rev. William Artz 
used as president for the opening of 
synod exactly one century before, 
Romans 1:16. Dr. Morgan called 
upon the ministers to declare the 
Gospel as the power of God, with a 
heart yearning for the salvation of 
souls. He declared that the govern- 
ment exempts ministers for that one 
purpose and that they should either 
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By L. BOYD HAMM 


do that or go into class 1-A. We were 
urged to share the spirit of Paul and 
answer the call to preach the Gospel 
anywhere. He declared that the 
Church needs to examine her official 
relation with God. “Our ministers 
must consider what they can put into 
the ministry and not what they may 
get out of it, but what God and lost 
people may get out of it,” said Dr. 
Morgan. “There is a supreme power 
worth fighting for, and our world not 
only needs this power now, but when 
guns have‘ceased firing there will be 
even greater need for the undergird- 
ing power of God in Christ Jesus. 
Our place as a church during war is 
to preach the Gospel, and by this 
same power must the issues of the 
day finally be settled.” 

St. James Church, S. W. Hahn, 


one more task for the National Lu- 
theran Council? Or will it be left to 
interested but isolated impecunious 
individuals to work out as best they 
can? In the words of the conference: 
Let the Lutheran Church “under- 
stand, accept and discharge its full 
mission to the social order,” as they 
present themselves for action. 


D.D., pastor, and the members in- 
cluded every detail in making the 
convention pleasant and comfortable. 
Possessing one of the most beautiful 
and modern church plants in the 
South, they surrounded it with the 
spirit and atmosphere needed to 
make it live and attract people to 
Christ. 


THE CHURCH IN ACTION 

The principle of stewardship has 
been at work in the synod. Every 
one of the 163 congregations paid the 
full apportionment for the second 
successive year. Every institution of 
the synod received more than the 
amount apportioned, except the 
seminary. The United Lutheran 
Church received from the synod on 
apportionment $30,792.47. There was 
an increase in the value of church 
property throughout the synod of 
$150,000 and indebtedness was re- 
duced by $50,000. 

Unapportioned benevolences in- 
creased $24,000 over the past year, 
with a total for all benevolence of 
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$157,000, which is $6.50 per member. 
The total for all church expenditures 
for the synod, that is, congregations 
of the synod, was $646,500; $26.72 per 
member. Synod met the Lutheran 
World Action appeal with 148 per 
cent paid, 

Many special gifts were received 


by Lenoir Rhyne College. The ap- 


peal for $300,000, issued several 
years ago, has already received more 
than $500,000. The institution has no 
debts. An expansion program in 
building is awaiting permission to 
start. 


PROGRESS IN MISSION WORK 


During the past year one mission 
church was erected, paid for and 
dedicated at Hamlet, under the 
faithful leadership of the Rev. Roscoe 
B. Fisher. A new congregation at 
Sanford was enrolled as a member 
of synod: The report of the Mission 
Committee was filled with evidences 
of progress. The Brotherhood and 
St. John’s Church, Cherryville, the 
Rev. W. G. Cobb pastor, purchased 
a $5,000 lot at Chapel Hill, where the 
university is located, and a Lutheran 
chapel will be erected there. Mr. 
Paul M. Barger and St. John’s at 
Statesville, the Rev. J. Lewis Thorn- 
burg pastor, adopted the mission 
at Sanford and made possible a full- 
time pastor by giving $900 per year. 
Mr. W. K. Mauney of Kings Moun- 
tain offered to be one of fifty to give 
$1,000 each for the chapel at the 
university. 

Synod decided to work with St. 
Andrew’s, Hickory, F. P. Cauble, 
Ph.D., pastor, in the erection of a 
$150,000 Memorial Church at Lenoir 
Rhyne College. The names of all 
Lutheran men of the synod who 
make the supreme sacrifice in this 
war will be placed there. A minimum 
of $1,500 per annum was accepted 
for all pastors in active service of the 
Church. 

There was a 16 per cent increase 
in the budget of synod for the next 
year; from $60,000 to $70,000. The 
first $60,000 to be divided 50-50 with 
the United Lutheran Church and the 
next $10,000 55-45 with the United 
Lutheran Church receiving the 
larger part. This means an increase 
of $5,500 in U. L. C. A. apportion- 
ment accepted. There is noted a real 
increase in the trend toward accept- 
ing and laying all the U. L. C. A. 
apportionment and your reporter 


feels we are definitely moving to- 
ward that goal. 

Mrs. Aubrey Mauney, president 
of the synodical Women’s Missionary 
Society, and Mr. Leslie Conrad, pres- 
ident of the Luther League, brought 
greetings to synod. 

The Brotherhood reported a year 
of unusual progress in its Loan and 
Gift Fund. With more than $50,000 
on hand this group is playing a large 
part in the mission program of the 
synod. The zealous president, Mr. 
Zeb. B. Trexler, expressed the hope 
of soon reaching the goal of $100,000 
in that fund. 

Statistician B. E. Petrea reported 
gains in membership; baptized 851, 
confirmed 736, communing 481. 
There was a loss in Sunday schools 
of 2,224 and in Young People’s or- 
ganizations of 196. The synod has 
more than 4,000 young men and 
women in the service of our nation. 


SPECIAL SERVICES 


Two memorial services were held 
during the convention; one for the 
minister who entered into life the 
past year, the Rev. J. A. Yount. The 
Rev. L. P. Boland preached the ser- 
mon and the Rev. G. W. McClanahan 
was the leader. Under the leadership 
of Chaplain John Hall (retired) a 
memorial service for the nineteen 
members of synod who paid the su- 
preme sacrifice for our nation: was 
held. The Rev. V. R. Cromer 
preached the sermon. 

Two members of synod received 
special congratulations upon having 
passed the half century mark in the 
ministry: Dr. R. L. Patterson and 
the Rev. W. H. Roof. One of the eve- 
ning services was given to hearing 
from church institutions. Dr. M. L. 
Stirewalt and Dr. P. E. Monroe re- 
ported real progress at Lenoir Rhyne, 
both financially and otherwise. Dr. 
P. D. Brown and Dr. E. C. Cooper 
spoke of the work of the Southern 
Seminary and reported sturdy prog- 
ress. An accelerated program was 
approved for the seminary, and it 
was announced that the seminary 
has been approved for accreditation 
by the Association of Theological 
Institutions. 

Superintendent T. C. Rohrbaugh 
reported encouragingly for the Or- 
phan Home at Salem, Va., and the 
Rev. W. C. Boliek gave an interest- 
ing report of the Lowman Home, 
White Rock, S. C. 


U.L. C. A."S REPRESENTATIVE 


Dr. Henry H. Bagger, representing © 


the United Lutheran Church, to- 
gether with Mrs. Bagger, found a 
warm welcome. Having previously 
been in North Carolina and on the 
faculty at Blue Ridge, many friend- 
ships were renewed and others made. 
In his unique and masterful way Dr. 
Bagger presented the work of the 
Church. Among other things he 
stressed the necessity for the entire 
Church, including every part of it, 
being well integrated and compact. 
Synod was urged to lay special em- 
phasis on the Christian home as the 
promotional objective this year, and 
to continue support of Lutheran 
World Action. His remarks on the 
election of United Lutheran Church 
delegates was timely, as synod had 
just experienced anew the old ques- 
tion of rotating these delegates. He 
urged the sending of the men who 
will do the best job for the Church, 
represent their synod and bring back 
a real understanding of the work. A 
brief resume of the work of all the 
working arms of the Church was 
given, mentioning the highlights of 
work and plans. 

Dr. Bagger learned that the North 
Carolina Synod does not want the 
present proposed Contributory Pen- 
sion System. Not one member has 
applied for membership in it. The 
matter was not presented to synod 
for any action this year, but in the 
past action has been taken. The real 
snag in the system for the synod is 
the “paying out” provisions. If all 
pensioners who receive aid would 
get equal pensions, and all ministers 
who with their congregations partic- 
ipate would share equally regardless 
of amounts paid in, this reporter be- 
lieves synod would favor the plan. 


APPROVED FOR ORDINATION 

Seven young men, seniors at the 
Southern Seminary, were recom- 
mended for ordination to the gospel 
ministry, “when they shall have com- 
pleted their work at the seminary, 
and received and answered calls.” 
They are George Stewart Bowden, 
Jr., Flavius Leslie Conrad, Jr., Rufus 
Braxton Cuthberson, Jacob Lafay- 
ette Lackey, Flay Curtis Morehead, 
Jr., Hoke Henderson Ritchie and 
Glenn Anthony Yount. 

The Rev. Karl W. Kinard, pres- 
ident of the South Carolina Synod, 
brought greetings from his group. 

(Continued on page 21) 
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THROUGH STANDARDS OF CREDIT 


Midwest Synod's Stewardship Approached Through 


Financial Obligations 


By ARTHUR P. BLACK, Secretary of Laymen's 


Movement for Stewardship 


THERE are eighty-one congregations in the Midwest Synod—sixty-seven 
synodical and fourteen non-synodical—and only ten have any debt. The 
Kansas Conference has sixteen congregations, all debt-free. Twenty-six of 
the twenty-nine synodical congregations in the Northern Conference are 
debt-free. Fifteen of the twenty-two synodical congregations in the South- 
ern Conference are debt-free. The total HL of the ten congrega- 


tions having a debt of $22,852. This 
represents a reduction of about 
$10,000 in two years. 

At the same time freewill offerings 
for benevolence in 1942 were ap- 
proximately $6,700 greater than in 
1941. 

The total property valuation of the 
synod, according to the Year Book 
for 1944, is $912,198. This represents 
an increase of $97,000 over the pre- 
vious year. 


REPORT OF FIELD SECRETARY 


_ This is a report that has to do with 
rural work. It is the only one of its 
kind we have 
noted in our 
examination of 
minutesof 
synod in the 
preparation of 
this series of 
reports from 
the different 
synods. The 
field secretary 
inthe Mid- 
‘west Synod 
is the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Schroeder, known through- 
out the U. L. C. A. for his mission- 
ary achievements. The following 
quoted portions of his report to 
synod last May merit a studied read- 
ing: 
' “This report marks the sixth an- 
niversary of the establishment of this 
office, as it was in 1937 at the Grand 
Island synodical meeting that the 
resolution was passed and a call ex- 
tended by the Board of American 
Missions which brought this work 
into being. During these years it has 
been continued as originally con- 
ceived—as the office of a board mis- 
sionary, charged with special rep- 
resentation of rural work, and par- 
ticularly available to the handling of 
situations in the Midwest territory. 


Dr. Martin Sthicedse: 
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CHANGED ATTITUDE TOWARD 
RURAL CHURCH 


“Since then the general attitude 
toward the rural church has under- 
gone a change. From having been 
considered an institution on the way 
out, it is now credited with being the 
foundation of organized church life, 
as it is the source of the greater por- 
tion of membership which fills our 
city congregations. The indisputable 
fact has been accepted by many 
thoughtful people, that in proportion 
to the vitality of the country church 
in a given’ territory the urban 
churches either rise or fall. 


OTHER LUTHERAN GROUPS 
SERVED 


“Owing to the fact that the U. L. 
C. A. Board of American Missions is 
the only Lutheran agency maintain- 
ing a rural specialist, other Lutheran 
groups avail themselves of this 
source of information, particularly 
seminary students who write papers 
or theses on rural topics. This leads 
to heavy correspondence which, in 
turn, requires time-consuming re- 
search before it can be answered. 
The service is gladly rendered, in the 
attempt to build a more far-reaching 
understanding of the problems of 
rural church life.” 


POST-CONVENTION MEETINGS 


In another paragraph of Field Mis- 
sionary Schroeder’s report occurs 
this interesting item: “A major as- 
signment during the year was to 
bring the report of the ‘U. L. C. A. 
at Work’ to all those congregations 
which could not be reached con- 
veniently by others who had been 
delegates to the Louisville Conven- 
tion. This one item alone required 
6,145 miles travel by car. The free- 
will offerings received at these con- 


gregational meetings amounted to 
$387.” From another report we learn 
that congregations generally were 
very responsive to the messages 
brought by the different speakers, 
and that “the offerings taken paid 
nearly all expenses.” 


LUTHERAN WORLD ACTION 


Secretary of synod, the Rev. Lorin 
John Wolff, whose news letters to 
pastors are chock full of real infor- 
mation, “played up” this item on the 
first page of his latest: 

“Tt is with joy that we can report: 
Not only has the National Lutheran 
Council met its quota for Lutheran 
World Action, and not only has the 
United Lutheran Church met its 
share of that quota, but also the Mid- 
west Synod has ‘gone over the top’ 
on its quota. From the treasurer of 
synod we have these figures: Quota, 
$7,100. Received in 1943, $7,176.25.” 
As a number of congregations re- 
mained to be heard from when that 
report was made, December 18, the 
total amount received was undoubt- 
edly increased by the end of the year. 
As early as last September thirty- 
five congregations had oversub- 
scribed their quota, and three had 
just reached it. More space was 
given to Lutheran World Action in 
the minutes of the Midwest Synod 
than in the minutes of any other 
synod—pages 52 to 59. 


EXECUTIVE BOARD'S RECOMMEN- 
DATIONS APPROVED 


“Whereas, the congregations of our 
synod have increased their benev- 
olent giving, and whereas we hope 
for an even greater increase in the 
coming years, it is recommended: 


“1. That synod commend the congrega- 
tions for their increase in benev- 
olent giving; 

“2. That synod encourage congregations 
to set aside the loose Sunday offer- 
ings for benevolence. 

“3. That congregations be notified of the 
wishes of synod in this matter by 
their pastors, and that at the request 
of church councils, or pastors, the 
field secretary be authorized to visit 
such congregations to encourage 
them in Christian stewardship.” 


Field Secretary Schroeder, who, 
by the way, is the representative of 
Midwest on the News Letter staff of 
THE LuTHERAN, is both pleased and 
encouraged by his synod’s growing 
appreciation of stewardship. 


AVERAGE PROGRESS EXCEEDED 


Georgia-Alabama Synod's Reports Encouraging. 


"The Lutheran" Praised 


ALTHOUGH small in numbers 
among the synods of the U. L. C, A., 
the activities of the Georgia-Alabama 
Synod will be read through this re- 
port by a larger percentage of its 
members than reports from many 
larger synods will be read, The com- 
mittee charged with promoting sub- 
scriptions for THe LUTHERAN during 
1943 reports that the standard goal 
for subscriptions was achieved 178 
per cent—which is at least part rea- 
son for the encouraging statistics in 
many phases of church life and work 
reported herewith. Intelligent mem- 
bers are active members. 

The pace for the meeting of the 
synod in its eighty-fourth annual 
convention was set by its president, 
Dr. John L. Yost, in his opening ser- 
mon which was based on the text, 
Matthew 9: 37, 38. His message 
served to lend encouragement and to 
enkindle the zeal of workers in the 
Church of the Living God. 


"ABIDING REALITIES" 

The same note of assurance and 
encouragement was emphasized in 
the devotional meditations presented 
by the convention chaplain, the Rev. 
Paul G. McCullough, who chose as 
the theme for the devotional periods 
“Abiding Realities,” and spoke in- 
spiringly and with force and convic- 


tion on “The Adequacy of the et 


pel,” “The Church Is Deathless,” an 
“The Kingdom of God Is Coming,” 
at the beginning of the three busi- 
ness sessions. 

Dr. Henry H. Bagger, the official 
representative of the U. L. C. A., in 
a pleasing and forceful manner pre- 
sented the work of the Church, and 
encouraged and enkindled zeal as 
he spoke at the Vesper Service on 
the second evening of the meeting 
on “The U. L. C. A—Who We Are, 
What’s Ahead, and What You Can 
Do.” 

The convention was entertained 
by the Church of the Resurrection, 
Augusta, Ga., W. A. Reiser, D.D., 
and J. Frank Davis pastors, Feb- 
ruary 8-10. At the opening service 
the Holy Communion was admin- 
istered by Secretary Thomas H. 
Weeks and Pastor J. Frank Davis. 
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By J. M. FRICK 


THE PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

In his report President Yost called 
attention to the matter of pastoral 
changes effected during the year. 
Although a number of transfers to 
other synods were granted, the ranks 
of the ministry in the synod were 
strengthened by the addition of the 
Rev. J. Frank Davis, who came from 
the North Carolina Synod to become 
associate pastor of the Church of the 
Resurrection, Augusta, November 1; 
the Rev. D. L. Heglar, who came 
from the South Carolina Synod, 


President John L. Yost, D.D. 


where he served effectively the Sil- 
verstreet congregation and for a 
number of years as Service Center 
pastor in Charleston, S. C., to be- 
come pastor of St. James, Bruns- 
wick, Ga., November 1; and the Rev. 
J. A. Seaboch, who after a number 
of years as a successful teacher in 
vocational education returned to the 
active pastorate when he became 
pastor of the Church of the Good 
Shepherd, Garden City, Savannah, 
December 15. 


GENEROUS GIVING 

He cited in his report the gratify- 
ing number of congregations which 
made substantial reductions in their 
indebtedness, and others which can- 
celed their entire indebtedness, as 
well as those which made marked 
improvement in their church prop- 
erties. He cited the report of the 
treasurer of synod wherein it was re- 
vealed that the largest amount ever 
contributed to the U..L. C. A. was 


The Rev. 
J. M. Frick, 
News Letter 
Writer for 
"The Lutheran” 
and Trustee of 
Newberry College 


realized in 1943, the amounts for 
Specials much larger than in 1942, 
the quotas for institutions paid or 
overpaid, the Lutheran World Action 
quota contributed 144 per cent, the 
total for all benevolences per con- 
firmed member being $4.9598. Said 
he in concluding this section of his. 
report, “There are many things here 
to inspire our hearts with gratitude 
for the present and with faith and 
courage for the future.” 

For 1944 a budget of $16,043 was. 
adopted, including amounts for U. L. 
C. A. apportionment, Newberry Col- 
lege, synodical treasury, the Orphan 
Home at Salem, Va., the Lowman 
Home at White Rock, S. C., and the 
Southern Seminary. 


GOOD NEWS FROM INSTITUTIONS 
The reports of Boards of Trustees 
of institutions of which the synod has 
joint ownership and control were 
highly gratifying. The report of the 
seminary was presented by Dr. E. C. 
Cooper, president. The report for 
Newberry College was presented by 
President James C. Kinard; the re- 
port of the Lowman Home by the 
Rev. Wynne C€. Boliek, president of 
the Board of Directors; and the Or- 
phan Home at Salem, Va., was pre- 
sented by the Rev. Turner A. 
Graves, a former superintendent. 
Effective services rendered, balanced 
budgets, expanding visions and pro- 
grams bespeak greater confidence in 
the administration of these institu- 


tions by their constituency as well as — 


faithful stewardship on the part of 
those who have administered for 
their constituency. 


ELECTIONS 

The term of the president expires 
in 1945. The secretary elected for 
the year is the Rev. Thomas H. 
Weeks of Springfield, Ga. The statis- 
tician elected is the Rev. D. L. Heglar 
of Brunswick, Ga. The archivist is 

(Continued on page 17) 
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Awake, thou that sleepest, and 
arise from the dead; and Christ 
shall shine upon thee. 

Ephesians 5: 14 

Arter five years of struggling 
vainly against overwhelming armies 
of aggression, China’s leaders might 
have cried out in the darkness of 
near despair, like the five hapless 
victims of unpreparedness without 


oil and light when the hour of des-’ 


tiny struck, “No light: so late! and 
dark and chill the night!” with the 
bitter refrain, “Too late, too late!” 
But with Christian optimism these 
great Chinese leaders continued to 
go on in the way of faith until the 
light broke over Pearl Harbor and 
the dawning of a new day appeared 
in the offing. It was as if a sleeping 
giant from beyond the horizon was 
awakening for China’s deliverance. 
And one year thereafter Chiang Kai- 
shek sent messages to the rulers of 
the United States and Great Britain 
in the light of their co-operation in 
the “common task of shaping a new 
world based on justice and free- 
dom.” To all groping in the darkness 
of discouragement and gloom and to 
all slumbering restlessly in the night- 
mares of sin comes the assurance 
that deliverance is near. 


2 Sera Sear 


For ye were once darkness, but 

are now light in the Lord. 
Ephesians 5:8 

As someone said of the Christian 
college, so should it be recognized of 
the herald of the Truth that He is a 
“channel of cultural light from 
heaven.” As blind Bartimaeus was 
transformed from a receiver of alms 
to a giver of self in witness to 
Christ’s salvation, so should all we 
who were once in darkness be not 
recipients of mercy only, but be 
channels of grace and light. 


+ + + 


Walk as children of light. 
Ephesians 5:8 

Henry Van Dyke advised, “to 
trim your lamp so that it will give 
more light and less smoke, and to 
carry it in front so that your shadow 
will fall behind you.” It means little 
to have the inner light if the win- 
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dows of your soul are so befouled 
that others cannot see the Christian 
flame within or if you stumble in 
your own spiritual progress because 
you cannot see your way. Not so do 
our boys abroad hide their faith in 
uncertainty when confronted by 
threatening perils. As wrote a sol- 
dier to his pastor: “A hurried clear- 
ing in the jungles” was cut for a 
place of worship, and “the altar was 
a stump on a little knoll.” Though 
surrounded by deep shades the light 
of heaven streamed in through the 
opening of nature and of faith, while 
the eager worshipers sang, “Lead, 
kindly light, amid the encircling 
gloom!” 
+ + + 


Walk worthily, . . . with longsuf- 
fering, forbearing one another. in 
love. Ephesians 4; 1, 2 

Or a Man called Christ it was 
written, “He went about doing good.” 
In meditation upon which, another 
man searchingly observed, “It is 
very disconcerting to me that I am so 
easily satisfied with just going 
about.” To “walk worthily,” one 
must consider the welfare not only of 
himself but of others. In defining the 
essential characteristics of a gentle- 
man, John Galsworthy said that he 
must have: “the will to put himself 
in the place of others; the horror of 
forcing others into positions from 
which he himself would recoil; the 
power to do what seems to him to be 
right, without considering what 
others may say or think.” St. Paul 
goes farther and says that Christian 
gentlemen are “longsuffering, for- 
bearing one another in love.” 

Petra eee 5 

And walk in love, even as Christ 
also loved you, and gave himself up 
for us, an offering and a sacrifice to 
God. Ephesians §: 2 

Wuen the brute mind thinks of 
love, it is the sense of sex relations. 
Spiritual love to such is a theoretical 
relation of unselfish devotion that is 
impossible of realization. Kindness 
is a sign of weakness, in the view of 
the brutally selfish. “Even as Christ 
also loved” and “gave Himself up” as 
“a sacrifice,” are terms suitable only 
to an idealistic and impossible state. 


By J. WILLIAM McCAULEY 


But it is to this higher love that Jesus 
invites us in His Kingdom. It is the 
power that creates character and 
builds lasting homes on earth and in 
heaven. As someone said, “You may 
buy a house but only love can make 
a home.” Mother-love is its chief ex- 
pression in the human family and 
Christ-love its divine essence in the 
spiritual relationship. In His love let 
us walk the way of service and sac- 
rifice. 
+ + + 

For the earth shall be filled with 
the knowledge of the glory of Jeho- 
vah, as the waters cover the sea. 

Habakkuk 2: 14 

Puittirs Brooks decades ago 
raised the question which is engag- 
ing world-wide attention today: “The 
real question everywhere is whether 
the world, distracted and confused as 
everybody sees that it is, is going to 
be patched up and restored to what 
it used to be, or whether it is going . 
forward into a quite new and differ- 
ent kind of life, whose exact nature 
nobody can pretend to foretell, but 
which is to be distinctly new, unlike 
the life of any age which the world 
has seen.” And he added in answer, 
“The old must die and a new must 
come forth out of its tomb.” The 
prophets Isaiah and Habakkuk by 
special inspiration lift the veil of the 
future and give the far-visioned view 
of the triumph of God’s Kingdom 
throughout all lands—“for the earth 
shall be filled with the knowledge of 
the glory of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea.” 


A PRAYER 


O Lorp Jesus Curist, by Whom 
came grace and truth: With Thy 
truth send forth Thy grace, we en- 
treat Thee, throughout all the world, 
and hasten the day when the earth 
shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the sea. 
Impart true wisdom to those who as 
yet know Thee not, that they may 
behold, accept, love and cleave to 
Thee, their only Saviour; and pre- 
serve in the way of Thy truth such 
as now walk therein. Amen. 


HAPPENINGS IN THE HOME 


A DANGEROUS SITUATION 

@ I have read your page, “Happen- 
ings in the Home,” with interest and 
benefit. Sometime will you give your 
opinion on the following problem, which 
perplexes me. Is a married man or 
married woman ever justified in carry- 
ing on a secret love affair with some 
other man or woman, be the second 
party married or single? Let us assume 
that these secret get-togethers have not 
stooped to the basest of things. 


WHEN any married person begins a 
secret love affair with someone else 
he is taking a very dangerous step, 
one from which he may never be 
able to return. In the marriage cere- 
mony each promises to give self en- 
tirely to the other, but in any extra- 
marital “affair” he breaks with that 
commitment. The marriage covenant 
is sacred, and is not to be tampered 
with in such an irresponsible way. 

More than that, secret love experi- 
ences have a tendency to grow. Un- 
less there is a serious quarrel or 
some other deterrent intervenes, the 
trysts are likely to become more fre- 
quent, more familiar and less con- 
trollable. And each additional step 
may require additional falsification 
or trickery to cover tracks. On the 
other hand, there is likely to arise a 
cooling of relations with one’s mar- 
riage partner. 
lover is married—a fourth person is 
involved, and how many more? The 
affair soon becomes a very com- 
plicated matter. 

Even if one assumes that the affair 
will remain secret, the danger to 
one’s self is sufficient to give serious 
pause. The capacity for love and loy- 
alty to one person is gradually being 
eaten away; and what is the indi- 
vidual getting in return? 

One’s marriage may be very un- 
satisfactory, but to go outside the 
legitimate circle for love will prob- 
ably make it worse. The mending of 
one’s love life is not accomplished by 
infidelity, but by long-suffering, 
kindly service, forgiveness, an effort 
to appreciate the other, an effort to 
make oneself more worthy, giving 
God a large place in personal and 
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If the other illicit é 
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family life and a determination to 
make one’s marriage more spiritual 
and more successful in every way. 
Even if the accepted causes for di- 
vorce are present, it is usually better 
to return devotion for offence. 

Once the bars are lowered for out- 
side love affairs anything can hap- 
pen, and almost certainly the home 
will be broken in a shorter or longer 
time. Consider all who may be in- 
volved in the consequences of your 
acts. Stop before you bring tragedy 
and sadness into the lives of the 
members of your family, 


CONCERNING WAR MARRIAGES 

® Do you think a marriage, now, in 
wartime, when a couple live together 
perhaps only a few months before the 
boy goes overseas, can become a truly 
lasting one? 


PREDICTION is almost always,a dan- 
gerous business. Either an optimistic 
or a pessimistic forecast may turn 
out bad, where human factors are in- 
volved. There is one assurance, how- 
ever, which is certain to work out 
well: that is, that some war mar- 
riages will be successful, while 
others will be failures. And between 
those two there may be many grades 
of “getting along.” 

Several factors enter very strongly 
into the case: (1) What kind of per- 
sons are the parties to the marriage? 
(2) What are their backgrounds of 
experience? (3) How long have they 
been well acquainted? (4) What 
proportion of their cultural back- 
ground is common to both? (5) Do 
they cherish Christian ideals of mar- 
riage and family? (6) How old are 
they? 

Whirlwind courtships and hasty 
marriages do not hold high promise 
of success, as a rule, but in some 
cases they are very successful. 
Longer association, with other favor- 
able conditions, is more promising. 

There are certainly cases in which 
marriage before the man sails is 
justifiable, especially if they have 
been engaged for a considerable time. 
Perhaps they should have been mar- 
ried long before this time. There are 


other cases in which the couple 
ought not to consider marriage at all 
until they have had a lot more asso- 
ciation and evidence that they can 
get along together in harmony. Each 
case has to be decided on its own 
merits. Blanket decisions are not 
adequate. 

Wherever possible, let us help 
these perplexed couples to see all the 
facts in the case and to make reason- 
able decisions. But we cannot decide 
for them. They have to determine 
their own courses. 


FOR SERIOUS CONSIDERATION 

@ My husband’s work requires him 
to travel a great deal, though not all 
the time. We have been married three 
years and we have no children. We do 
not want any children, for we want to 
travel together much of: the time, and 
it would be impossible to do this if we 
had children. Some of our friends have 
told us that we are doing wrong in de- 
termining not to have children. But I 
feel that our lives are our own and that 
we have but one life to live. Are we 
not free to do as we wish? 


A couPLE that does not want-chil- 
dren is very rare. A certain propor- 
tion of couples cannot have children. 
God said: “Multiply and replenish 
the earth.” Surely one of the pur- 
poses of marriage is to reproduce the 
race and rear children up to man- 
hood and womanhood. There are 
conditions, however, under which it 
may be better for couples not to have 
children, at least immediately. 

If you should live into middle life 
or old age without having any chil- 
dren I believe you would experience 
disappointment and regret. I remem- 
ber a woman who in her youthful 
days determined not to have chil- 
dren. When it was too late she shed 
bitter tears at her childless predica- 
ment. One may view things in one 
way in the adventurous days of 
early married life, but have a very 
different outlook in the years of 
larger maturity. I believe that the © 
larger happiness of yourself and 
your husband will be better served 
if, before too many years elapse, you 
revise your views of the meaning of 
life, find occasion to have a settled 


abode for at least part of the time 


and begin to rear a family. The thrill 
of roving will probably wear off 
somewhat as years go by, and you 
may become very eager to give your 
love to little children. Give this mat- 
ter prayerful, serious consideration. 
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AFTERNOON CALLER—pPastor Lathrop Is Asked to Help 


I was sitting by the living room 
window when I saw the woman com- 
ing up the street. My mind was in- 
tent on measuring the sea-boot socks 
in my lap, so that beyond thinking 
that she didn’t look as though she 
lived in this part of town, I had 
hardly given her a thought until the 
doorbell rang. 

After you’ve lived in a parsonage 
for a while you stop feeling sur- 
prised at the variety of people who 
turn up at your door. Still, this 
woman was a type we don’t see often 
in Bordenville, or didn’t before 
“things changed,” as we’ve come to 
say. As I opened the door, the first 
thing that struck me was the very 
obvious clash between the purple 
pink of her rouge and the henna red 
of her hair and the bright red of her 
lipstick. 

But when I saw the anxiety in her 
eyes, my better self reproved me 
sharply for noticing such trivialities. 
I was even more ashamed of noticing 
that her heavy make-up had been 
applied over a skin that was none 
too clean. 

“Does 
here?” 

“Yes, he does. He’s busy just now, 
but I am Mrs. Lathrop; won’t you 
come in?” I wasn’t going to let my 
sympathy betray me into dragging 
Jerry out of his study. In Lent his 
usual plan of being in his study in 
the morning and out of it in the 
afternoon, goes hay-wire. 

“We-ell, they told me it was Rev- 
erend Lathrop I ought to see.” 

“Won’t you have achair? Perhaps 
I can help you. Mr. Lathrop has a 
service this evening and he had two 
unavoidable meetings this morning.” 
As I said it, I felt the inadequacy of 
my excuse. Were meetings, even 
services, more important than help- 
ing someone who came for help? 

My visitor must have felt my mo- 
mentary wavering, for her mouth 
took a stubborn turn. She ignored 
my gesture of invitation toward the 
open door of the living room. She 
planted her feet firmly. 

“Tt’s Reverend Lathrop I want to 
see.” 

I thought of all the cranks and im- 


Reverend. Lathrop live 
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postors who have taken up my hus- 
band’s time, and took a fresh grip on 
my determination. 

“Can’t you give me some idea of 
what you want to see him about?” 

“Tt’s private business!” She was 
turning nasty; but it was the misery 
in her eyes, more than fear of a scene 
that moved me. And I certainly 
wouldn’t have enjoyed a scene, par- 
ticularly with an uneasy sense of be- 
ing in the wrong to start with. 

“Tf you'll have a chair, I’ll tell Mr. 
Lathrop you are here. Perhaps he 
can see you.” 

I smiled at her and turned toward 
the stairs with all the dignity I could 
muster. 

As I heard him greeting her in the 
hall below, I realized I had left my 
knitting in the bow-window. I stood 
irresolutely at the top of the stairs. 
Voices drifted up to me. 

“So when they did come home, he 
beat them. He was drunk. He didn’t 
know he was bein’ so rough and he 
bruised ’em bad. Now the welfare 
lady’s going to take ’em and put ’em 
in this here home. So she says! They 
can’t do it! This is a free country 
and those kids is mine.” 

Jerry’s answer was quiet; but it 
had no softening effect. The wom- 
an’s voice grew more frantic. 

“That’s what Mrs. Buefinkel says. 
She says they can’t do it without the 
magistrate says so, and she says, 
‘You go to Reverend Lathrop. He 
can help you. The judge will do 
whatever Reverend Lathrop says.’ ” 

I could just picture my husband’s 
expression. What a reputation he 
had in some quarters! He had suc- 
ceeded in getting leniency for the 
Buefinkel boy when he was in some 
sort of boyish scrape a few years ago. 
Apparently the boy’s mother had re- 
ceived an exaggerated impression of 
Jerry’s influence with the law. 

“T have tried to get another shift. 
The boss says soon as they can do it 
they’ll give me day work when the 
girls are in school. But he says this 
is a war and we can’t pick and 
choose the time we want to work. He 
says the Japs don’t pick the times 
that are convenient for all of us and 
neither do the Nazis. I come near 


tellin’ him the Nazis and the Japs 
ain’t got kids to look after. But sup- 
pose he fires me. With Tom not able 
to work on account of the drink, how 
are we goin’ to eat? Took every cent 
we got for sellin’ the furniture to get 
to Bordenville. All we got to live on 
is what I make.” 

“Are you sure the little girls 
wouldn’t be better off under Mrs. 
Kelly’s care until you are able to 
work at a different time?” 

“But they’re mine, I tell you! I’m 
not goin’ to give ’em up for no Wel- 
fare.” 

“You’d rather let them roam the 
streets at all hours of the night and 
come home to a drunken father? 
Wouldn’t you rather have Mrs. Kelly 
take charge of them? They’d be kept 
clean and be well cared for and 
happy. You could see them Sundays, 
or whenever you weren’t working.” 

“They'd never be happy away 
from home.” 

“Not as happy as they would be in 
a home where you could look after 
them yourself, I’m sure of that. But 
I can’t help feeling they’d be much 
happier than they are now.” 

“Looks like I came to the wrong 
place for help.’ Looks like you 
thought Mrs. Kelly ought to take ’em 
away from their own mother and put 
’em out with strangers.” 

“No-o-o. I’m just trying to see 
what’s best for the children. There’s 
one other possibility. Mrs. Kelly 
sometimes gets the judge to send the 
children to our Lutheran Children’s 
Home. There the church takes care 
of them until the parents can arrange 
to have them at home and look after 
them as they should be cared for.” 

“And what does the church get out 
of it?” 

“Nothing, except the knowledge 
that the children are being helped.” 

“Seems like a funny reason to run 
a Home. Do they make money out 
of it?” 

“Far from it. They spend far more 
on the children than the parents give 
toward their support.” 

“T don’t get that.” She dismissed 
the matter. “Sorry I bothered you.” 

“No bother at all. And I'll be at 
the hearing and see what I can do.” 
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UNFIT FOR HOME BUILDING 


In This Concluding Part, DR. IVAN HAGEDORN Warns Against More 
Shams of Qualifications for Household Strength 


AGAINST ANARCHY 

In many of. our homes, children 
are demanding exclusive rights to 
the piano, the typewriter, the news- 
paper, or whatever another may 
have at any given moment. While I 
have very little sympathy for the 
parent who maintains a rigid disci- 
pline in the home because he doesn’t 
want to spoil his child and is so 
severe in his handling of a youngster 
that he is miserly in his praise, stingy 
in his kindness, uncompromising in 
his demands, nevertheless I would 
stoutly advocate stronger authority 
in the home. 

Parents must get used to the idea 

that they possess some claims to 
knowledge. They must exercise more 
perseverance and backbone than 
they have made evident in recent 
decades. More and more parents 
have relinquished the care and 
training of their children to others. 
The attitude expressed toward their 
children is largely that of indulgence. 
A newspaper comments on a ques- 
tionnaire recently sent to 369 high 
school boys and 415 girls, who were 
asked to check a list of ten desirable 
qualities in a father. The quality re- 
ceiving the second largest vote was, 
“Respecting his children’s opinions.” 
Others were, “Never nagging his 
children about what they do,” “Mak- 
ing plenty of money,” “Owning a 
good-looking car.” 
_ A home must be more than a pro- 
vider of food, shelter, and clothing. 
It must be a place where absolute 
standards and definite authority are 
respected. Adolescents want guid- 
ance in the knowledge of right and 
wrong. I have so much confidence in 
young life that I believe down in 
their hearts youth would be willing 
to enjoy less freedom, if only they 
might have sure ground under their 
feet. Young people have gotten far 
afield spiritually and morally, simply 
because their parents have all too 
often lost their sense of values and 
standards themselves and do not 
know how to cope with situations 
which confront young people today. 
Parents have been too much afraid 
of losing the affection and esteem of 
their children if they exercise too 
much parental authority. 
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As is always the case, God’s com- 
mands are a part of His gracious pro- 
gram for our temporal and eternal 
welfare. We are to learn what is 
worth while and what is harmful 
through “nurture,” through “chas- 
tening,” and through “admonition.” 
In Hebrews we are told that whom 
the Lord loveth, He chasteneth, and 
that if we be without chastisement, 
then we are not sons. A young man, 
away at college, wrote his father a 
birthday letter, wherein he stated his 
desire to give expression to his love 
and gratitude for the parental pro- 
gram. “There was a time,” said the 
son, “when I thought you were hard 
on me, and I resented it, and deter- 
mined that when I was out from un- 
der the parental roof I would do as I 
wished. Since I have been at college, 
I have found that I have so many 
worth-while things that others do not 
have. ...Iam writing to thank you, 
and to express my gratitude, and to 
say that if I ever have a homeof my 
own, I want it to be like the one in 
which I grew up.” 


AGAINST BIGOTRY 

The strength of America is the 
strength of many strains. Someone 
has likened it to a symphony, in 
which the sound of each instrument 
is distinct and valuable for its own 
sake, and yet blends into the total 


/ harmony. Once a gifted Chinese who 


had been trained in America, where 
he had caught the spirit of democ- 
racy at its best, closed an address 
with these words: “Let us agree to 
differ, but resolve to love.” 

We do a great deal of talking about 
democracy. In our homes, very often 
instead of finding democratizing in- 
fluences we experience the very op- 
posite. The psychological roots for 
Fascism are found in homes where 
the management of children is arbi- 
trary and coercive. Respect for one 
another is a “must,” unless we desire 
to prove the greatest Democrat of 
them all to be a false prophet. With 
Him, personality was ever sacred. 
Valuable social training can be af- 
forded in the home. Careful observ- 
ers have noticed ‘that nearly always 
individuals from big families have 
learned to adjust themselves to the 


needs and wishes of other people. 
They have learned that one favor is 
to be returned with another; one ad- 
vantage set off by another. 


AGAINST UNGODLY HOMES 


J. Edgar Hoover, director of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
said: “If more American homes were 
cognizant of the leading role which 
the Sunday school, young people’s 
meetings, and similar groups play in 
the life of our youth, we would not 
now be confronted with the rising 
tide of juvenile crime.” The failure 
of so many parents to set the pace in 
religious practices is clearly at fault. 


Recently a boy of seventeen, em-~ 


barrassed because of the chronic ab- 
sence of his parents from Sunday 
school and church, took rather dras- 
tic measures. Always, his efforts to 
win their consent to accompany him 
were greeted with the words, “Too 
busy.” 

One Sunday morning he got up 
earlier than usual. He mopped up 
the floor, blacked his mother’s and 
father’s shoes, straightened up the 
house, cleaned out the furnace, and 
attended to other chores which or- 
dinarily were the things his parents 
did Sunday mornings. The parents’ 
usual excuse, “Too busy,” was met. 
And the parents, awakened by what 
their son had done, have determined 
to get up earlier in order to attend 
divine services. 

Parents can make religion real to 
their children, if they give it a flesh 
and blood setting in their own lives. 
It is not by exhortation but by ex- 
ample, not by preaching but by prac- 
tice. The most convincing influence 
in the world is an incarnation. Lovely 
indeed are the recollections that 
some of us were privileged to enjoy 
in connection with religious prac- 
tices in our homes. Sitting in church 
with mother and father, the delight- 


ful walks on the Lord’s Day, the - 


gathering about the piano for the 
singing of the hymns of the church. 
The helpful and constructive coun- 
sels of a father and mother will never 
be forgotten. On other days of the 
week, father was absent, and mother 


‘was busy, but on the Lord’s Day, in 


the years gone by, the children had 
their parents. 

A boy eighteen years old was 
badly wounded, and the gates of life 
were closing to him. Out of his lone- 

(Continued on page 17) 
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A Rapid Harvest 


Wisconsin City Yields Lutheran Congregation in Record Time 


By DWIGHT H. SHELHART 


Two Rivers is a thriving industrial city of 11,000 on Lake Michigan in 
Manitowoc County, Wisconsin. In August 1943 the Synod of the Northwest 
assigned Synodical Missionary Shelhart to the field to investigate, and if 
possible establish a congregation there. August 3, 1943, he began his house 
to house canvass of Two Rivers and visited over 2,300 homes in August. 
He found the community about 60 per cent Catholic, but of the 40 per cent 
Protestant one-third was unchurched and half of the unchurched were 


Lutheran. 

There are only three Protestant 
churches in the community: one large 
German Wisconsin Synod Lutheran 
Church with over 2,000 members; a 
thriving Evangelical (association) 
church of about 350 members; and a 
Congregational church with a fine large 
building but a fast dwindling congre- 
gation. 

After canvassing the city Pastor 
Shelhart called a meeting of interested 
people on the evening of September 15, 
1943, to talk over the possibilities of 
beginning services looking to the or- 
ganization of a congregation. ‘There 
were sixty-two in attendance at this 
first meeting (not a service). ~ Interest 
was such that an organization commit- 
tee of nine men was appointed and ar- 
rangements were made to use the fine 
J. E. Hamilton Community house as a 
place of worship. 

Services were opened Sunday, Octo- 
ber 3, 1943, with Pastor Shelhart in 
charge. There were 110 persons in at- 
tendance at the first service. A Sunday 
school was begun the same day with 
thirteen children in attendance. 

Services have been held each Sunday 
since with an average attendance of 
100. The Sunday school now has over 
fifty enrolled and has an average at- 
tendance of over forty each Sunday. 

The men of the congregation have 


been much interested since the begin- 
ning and have worked hard to make 
the mission a success. The men, led by 
Mr. Henry L. Greenwood, a member 
of the congregation (formerly a Roman 
Catholic), have built altar and chancel 
furnishings including an altar, altar 
cross, candelabra, altar desk, pulpit, 
altar rail, and communion trays, and 
baptismal font. These are real works 
of art on which Mr. Greenwood himself 
spent many hours of sacrificing labor. 


Organization Effected 

January 30, 1944, the congregation 
met to do the business of the organiza- 
tion of the congregation. It adopted the 
model constitution for congregations of 
the United Lutheran Church, voted to 
incorporate and to join the Synod of 
the Northwest. It elected nine church 
councilmen and voted that all this 
action take effect Sunday, February 6, 
at a service of consecration at which 
service all charter members be formally 
received as members of the congrega- 
tion either by formal reception, confir- 
mation or baptism. 

The congregation came into being on 
February 6 as scheduled. The chief 
service was held at 10.30 A. M. At noon 
a fellowship dinner was served for the 
members of the congregation at the 
Elks Club and at 7.30 in the evening a 


special service was held for the instal- 
lation of the first church council. 

At the morning service the sermon 
was preached by Dr. P. H. Roth. The 
dinner speech was given by Dr. J. H. 
Dressler. Other speeches were made 
by members of the congregation and 
visiting pastors. The sermon at the 7.30 
P, M. service was preached by Dr. Ger- 
berding, president of synod. At this 
service the choir of First United Lu- 
theran Church of Sheboygan furnished 
music and Pastor McCreary assisted in 
the service. 

The congregation came into being 
with 110 charter confirmed members 
and 144 baptized members. 

The previous church status of the 110 
charter confirmed members: Belonging 
to no church in Two Rivers before the 
work began, 88. Only nominal members 
of another church in Two Rivers before 
our work began, 10. Active members of 
another church in Two Rivers before 
our work began, 12. 

Never before belonging to the Lu- 
theran Church: Admitted by confirma- 
tion, 39. Admitted by adult baptism, 5. 
Total, 44. 

These never before confirmed or bap- 
tized were instructed by Pastor Shel- 
hart through a series of ten Sunday 
evening lectures. 

On organization day the congregation 
received a special offering for its lot and 
building fund; total offering, $1,271. A 
number of contributions came from 
non-members. A check of $100 was 
received from a Jew. 

Since the beginning of services on 
October 3 (four months), the congrega- 
tion has received into its treasury over 
$2,000, 

The congregation is now making 
plans for its first Every Member Vis- 
itation and with the institution of the 
weekly envelope system will take steps 
to call its first resident pastor in the 
near future. 
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The Congregation of Calvary Lutheran Church, Two Rivers, Mich., on the Day of Organization 


Loross the Dosh 


Our confidence in the wisdom of 
Tue LuTHERAN’S readers and the de- 
duction therefrom that we may di- 
gress briefly into the domain of the 
nonsensical, combine to excuse a 
brief reference to literary features 
of a speech. The senator from Ken- 
tucky recently delivered it before 
the surprised but appreciative solons 
who constitute the Senate of the 
United States. Was it awe at bril- 
liancy already demonstrated or an 
ironical tribute to a well-known vol- 
unteer for public office that led to 
the mention of “a wandering comet 
in the political sky”? And that con- 
trast of cricket and stallion is so def- 
initely related to Kentucky as to 
lodge a just claim for lasting mem- 
ories among Senator Barkley’s home 
folk. 

Tue LUTHERAN has kindly feelings 
for Mr. Barkley. When in 1941, a 
resolution was offered the Senate to 
authorize a commission of fifteen dis- 
tinguished citizens to sponsor na- 
tional recognition of the 200th an- 
niversary of the arrival of Henry 
Melchior Muhlenberg in Pennsyl- 
vania (1742), the bill was referred 
to the Library Committee, of which 
the senator was chairman. In re+/ 
sponse to requests that reached him 
by way of his senatorial colleagues 
from Pennsylvania, the bill reached 
the Senate floor and was passed. A 
replica of the action in the Upper 
House was provided by the House of 
Representatives. The result was the 
appearance in THE LUTHERAN as a 
“center spread” of a galaxy of fifteen 
notable Americans whose equals are 
either few or dead and whose su- 
periors were never born. 

What else happened? Why ask 
Tue LurHeranN? And do you still 
remember that 1942 for us Lutherans 
in Canada and the United States was 
made a notable bicentennial and the 
Centennial of Father Heyer’s arrival 
in India? And are we thanking God 
for the grace that has sustained us in 
the midst of a conflict in which the 
principles of Muhlenberg’s and 


16 


Heyer’s religion are under direct 
and indirect attacks? This should be 
among us one of the most worshipful 
Lenten seasons in the history of 
evangelical faith. 


OLD PROVERB IN NEW WORDS 


Tue American press reports Prime 
Minister Churchill’s new wording of 
an old proverb in his recent address 
to the British Parliament. The pio- 
neer’s version pictured a man hold- 
ing a bear by the tail which he dared 
not “let go.” Mr. Lincoln advised 
against swapping horses while cross- 
ing a stream. Mr. Churchill’s sen- 
tence read as we remember it, “If 
you must carry a hot coffee pot, do 
not throw away the handle.” 

The Prime Minister was defending 
the retention of the Italian mon- 
archy, King Victor Emanuel and 
Premier Badoglio, whose conduct of 
affairs entrusted to them since the 
surrender to the Allies has yielded 
little beyond increased responsibil- 
ities for the victors and appeals from 
the Vatican for the protection of its 
hallowed places. One suspects the 
anxieties of Pope Pius XII are ex- 
‘ceedingly grave. A recent book, 
titled The Vatican and the War, de- 
signedly or incidentally brings Rus- 
sia’s charge of papal Fascism into the 
limelight of discussion. The book’s 
reviewer in the New York Times 
(February 27), observes that the au- 
thor is himself‘ of Italian parentage 
and of the Roman Catholic faith. He 
refers to snares and pitfalls, “some of 
which will be of interest in making 
the peace.” Two obstacles have been 
faced by the Pope from the begin- 
ning. “There were Catholics in all 
the contending countries and it was 
the duty of the Pope to act as the 
spiritual father to all of them, re- 
gardless of what uniform they wore 
or what national cause had enlisted 
them.” 

A quite startling but apparently 
true assertion appears among the re- 
viewer’s comments. He writes: “The 


Vatican has opened diplomatic rela- 
tions with Japan and is doing a 
splendid work in getting messages to 
American and British prisoners and 
relaying messages from them. Of this 
there has been perfect understanding 
between Pius and President Roose- 
velt, and Britain is likewise aware 
that the Vatican is its ally.” 

One files this bit of information 
along with that learned in earlier 
years when an understanding was 
reached with Mussolini; when en- 
couragement was given to Franco’s 
rebellion in Spain and when Mexico 
was struggling to free her land and 
people from the exactions of foreign 
ecclesiastics. For the Vatican there 
is no inconsistency in mixing with 
civic affairs. The claim of temporal 
jurisdiction continues among the 
tenets of Roman Catholicism, to be 
pressed if and when it can be exer- 
cised. But the American and Cana- 
dian founders, Quebec excepted, 
thought differently. 

When Attorney General Biddle 
diagnosed Spain’s political system 
as thinly disguised Fascism, he was 
discussing an ideology of govern- 
ment, whose first beneficiaries are 
the Jesuits and other Catholic mo- 
nastic orders. Democracy cannot be 
in partnership with such doctrines 
of ecclesiastical authority. 


PROGRESS IN INDIA 


THat the “Information about 
India,” which appears on Page 2 of 
this issue, should be a source of great 
satisfaction to the missionaries who 
labored there will surprise no one. 
The harvest of their seed-sowing 
bears witness to the grace of God 
who called, guided, sustained, and 
equipped them with His power unto 
salvation. 

The whole United Lutheran 
Church is encouraged toward a con- 
tinuance in zeal for our missionary 


enterprises. Some fears were felt as » 


to the capacity of the Andhra Church 
to maintain its activities when na- 
tional and international pressures 
were exerted upon them. Such ap- 
prehensions have proven to be un- 
warranted by the statistics now 


published. 


The founding and now proud sis- 
ter-church in the United States and 
Canada expresses grateful recogni- 
tion of the progress made during and 
since the centennial year of 1942. The 
prophecy rests on good grounds that 
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Lutheranism in India has entered 
upon an era of expansion, which will 
spread widely and root itself deeply 
into the religious life among the 
Telugus. 

Dr. Strock’s, or more accurately 
the mission’s, report provides an op- 
portunity to comment upon the 
policy of the United Lutheran 
Church’s missioning in India. It 
seeks no sponsorship or advantages 
from either government or commer- 
cial enterprises, and thus avoids civic 
and economic entanglements. That 
assertion—“The gunboat follows the 
missionary” cannot be applied in 
India nor in any of the fields where 
the U. L. C. A.’s representatives are 
at work. There have been adapta- 
tions, especially during the progress 
of militant nationalism in Japan. But 
generally speaking, neither exclusive 
rights nor political subsidies are at 
work in fields to which our American 
messengers of the Gospel have gone 
to establish churches. 

The policy is consistent with the 
U. L. C. A.’s practice, to set up eccle- 
siastical autonomy as soon as a mis- 
sion field has enough believers who 
are competent to administer the 
Means of Grace in their several 
spheres of operation. In Japan and 
in India the companies of believers 
have been organized and empowered 
to train pastors and ordain them for 
calls to parishes, to direct Christian 
education and to leaven their com- 
munities with Christian ethics. 


RADIO SERVICE 


Among the items given careful ex- 


- amination by the National Lutheran 


Council at its 1944 meeting was the 
report of a committee on radio uses 
for and by the church, While broad- 
casting is not new, and while Lu- 
theran participation in Sunday serv- 
ices using the major networks has 
continued for several years, and 
while the U. L. C. A. has its own 
very capable committee, the scope of 
the N. L. C.’s planning is much wider 
and differently articulated. 

The approach approved by the 
Council contemplates “A program of 
national coverage on small stations.” 
Of these half a dozen are cited in ad- 
dition to the service rendered the 
Church by Station WCAL operated 


from a plant in Minnesota on the, 


campus of St. Olaf College. An ex- 
panded series of broadcasts under 
the title, “March of Faith,” has 
proven of value in itself and as a 
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churchman and _ statesman 


means of demonstrating the possibil- 
ities of greatly widened contacts 
through the employment of “tran- 
scriptions.” 

A section of the report, for the 
completeness of which the Rev. A. R. 
Naus of the U. L. C. A. has earned 
credit, deals with costs of the serv- 
ice. He provided figures showing 
that engagement of the facilities of 
eleven stations would cost $261.36 
per station. For fifty, the expense 
would be $135.46 and for 100, the 
bill for fifty-two weeks would be 
$96.77 per station. This amount, it 
is specified, does not include “sal- 
aries, office expense, travel and 
postage.” 

The Council has given encourage- 
ment to the project. 


Average Progress Exceeded 
(Continued from page 10) 


the Rev. C. A. Linn, D.D., of Sa- 
vannahi..—. 

Elected to serve on the Executive 
Committee along with the officers 
are C, A. Linn, D.D., and Mr. Charles 
Sancken of Augusta. 

Delegates elected to the 1944 con- 
vention of the U. L. C. A. are John 
L. Yost, D.D., and the Rev. Thomas 
H. Weeks and Messrs. Louis Greeno 
and R. L. Gnann, 

The following were elected trus- 
tees of institutions: Seminary, Dr. 
W. A. Reiser; Orphan Home, Mr. 
J. M. Marchman; Lowman Home, 
Mr. Peter Schafer; Newberry Col- 
lege, the Rev. J. M. Frick and Mr. 
Fred Wessels, Sr. 


RESOLUTIONS 

The Resolutions Committee di- 
rected the synod during the closing 
moments in lamenting the loss dur- 
ing the year of two outstanding lay- 
men; namely, Mr. Drayton Ellabe 
Wilson, who for more than a decade 
served synod effectively as statis- 
tician, also on occasions as delegate 
to conventions of the U. L. C. A. and 
as trustee of his alma mater, New- 
berry College; and Mr. William B. 
Clarke, who had served nobly as 
in. his 
home congregation and community, 
St. Paul’s, Savannah, and also the 
synod as delegate to the conventions 
of the U. L. C. A. and as trustee of 
the Southern Seminary. 

Prayer on the part of our people 
was emphasized by a resolution 
directing congregations to observe a 


moment of silent prayer during 
every worship service, praying in be- 
half of the men and women in the 
service of the nation, and in self- 
dedication to the faith and life which 
alone can assure permanent peace. 


Unfit for Home Building 
(Continued from page 14) 
liness came the longing for home, 
and he yearned to hear his loved 
ones’ voices, and once again to see 
their faces. A chaplain visited him 
just before his soul departed. He 
read to him the Twenty-third Psalm. 
The tremendous pain which showed 
itself in every facial muscle seemed 
to depart as the chaplain read the 
familiar words. From the bed of the 
sufferer came this request, “Please 
sir, read it again. While you were 
reading it, mother was sitting in the 
other corner of the room, and she 
smiled at me. Please read it again.” 
On his mind had been painted a pic- 
ture of a mother who read her Bible. 

It could not be effaced. 

The church is faced by a tremen- 
dous task. It must rally all its forces, 
to recover the home as the creative 
center of spiritual nurture. The 
rightly fashioned home is best suited 
for transmitting to the new-born child 
the spiritual gains of the race. If we 
are ever to have a better world, we 
must restore the home as the spir- 
itual nursery for our children. It is 
the first line of spiritual defense. 

Let us stir the imaginations of the 
officers of our church, and the teach- 
ers in our Sunday schools, with the 
glory of the task of imparting Chris- 
tian instruction to our boys and girls. 
Today we are dreaming of Distin- 
guished Service crosses. We grow 
enamored with the award of the 
Purple Heart. There is nothing 
greater than to lead a little child 
along the higher road to God. We 
have the testimony of no less a per- 
sonality than General MacArthur, 
who said, “By profession, I am a sol- 
dier, and I take pride in that fact. 
But I am prouder, infinitely prouder, 
to be a father. A soldier destroys in 
order to build. The father only 
builds: he never destroys. The one 
has the potentialities of death; the 
other embodies creation and life. 
And while the hordes of life are 
mighty, the battalions of life are 
mightier still.” The noblest uniform 
that can be worn today is that of the 
teacher and the guide of youth. 
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BEYOND COMPARISONS 


Character, Circumstances, Purposes, and Effects of Christ's Crucifixion 
St. Mark's Gospel, 15: 21-47. Adult Sunday School Lesson for March 19 


Tuer extreme brevity which characterizes St. Mark’s description of the 
Crucifixion of our Lord is a source of comment by many writers. From the 
point in the narrative at which one reads (Chapter 15: 20) that they “led 
him out to crucify him” until the final word, “And Mary Magdalene and 
Mary the mother of Joses beheld where they laid him,” only about six 
hundred words were used. The whole narrative could be quoted in less than 
half the space on this page. In Canon Farrar’s Life of Christ one finds nearly 
twenty pages used to describe the occurrences on Golgotha alone. Geikie’s 


book consumes nearly as much for the 
same events, while Edersheim, whose 
two-volume Life and Times of Jesus 
seeks to satisfy the eagerness of devout 
readers for details in the final period of 
the Incarnation, employs nearly twenty- 
seven pages to comment on the persons 
and sayings at the actual scene of our 
Lord’s death. 

It is reasonable to conclude that St. 
Mark could have written at great length 
on what occurred between Thursday’s 
midnight and Friday’s sunset. It was 
awe that restrained him. So stupen- 
dous was the significance of it all, that 
his record is like a beholder’s notes of 
successive happenings that are beyond 
more than mention, being too extensive 
for analysis and synthesis. Even dec- 
ades after that Good Friday he still 
abstained from rhetorical decorations or 
speculative inferences of his Lord’s final 
day of Messianic self-humiliation. His 
reactions were beyond words by which 
to convey his thoughts to others. 


This power of the Gospel of Christ 
is sometimes reduced to the form of a 
definition. It is the gratuitous forgive- 
ness of sin for Christ’s sake. For that 
condensation of the entire functioning 
of the Holy Spirit, we have a single 
verse of St. John’s Gospel, “For God so 
loved the world that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
on -him, should not perish but have 
everlasting life.” : 


The Whole Bible te 


It can and does occur that fragments 
of the New Testament; driven by the 
wind to the notice of some hungry soul, 
have created that hunger and thirst 
after righteousness, for which divine 
providence has made preparation. One 
can meditate upon the effects of data 
concerning Calvary, or of St. Mark’s 
whole Gospel, abbreviated though it is, 
when a messenger of the kingdom says 


4 it or hands it to a person who needs the 
/ 


Modern Standards of Appraisal ' growth in grace of which it is the seed. 


But Pentecost, the day on which was 
fulfilled our Lord’s promise to send the 
Holy Spirit, was the beginning, hu- 
manly speaking, of a separated era in 
God’s plans for establishing His king- 
dom on earth. The outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit, or the establishment of the 
Church, or the acceptance of the Great 
Commission, by the disciples of Jesus 
begins the divinely commanded opera- 
tion we call evangelism. This, in terms 
of earthly narration, is the proclama- 
tion of God’s revealed will to free man 
from the bondage of sin and bestow a 
spiritual birth upon him. It is brought 
into operation as a spiritual agency, 
which we Lutheraris are taught to call 
the means of grace. We mean the Word 
and Sacraments; they are the instru- 
ment which the Church employs in or- 
der that regeneration may occur and 
that the life in the spirit may be nour- 
ished. 


It is energized. It is described by Paul 
as “Quick and Powerful,” living and 
dynamic. The fact is that the whole 
Scripture is set apart in the wisdom of 
our, Creator and dedicated to the serv- 
ice of man in order that the revelation 
we have from Him should lead the way 
of redemption and restoration. 

It is in the process of proclaiming this 
Gospel, and the whole Bible, that we 
make comparisons with other forms of 
knowledge and with much that is of the 
earth earthy. For example, it is entirely 
in order to note that in ever widening 
areas of the earth, the birth of Christ 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
March 13-19 


M. Jesus Crucified. Mark 15: 21-28. EM! 

T. Jesus on the Cross. Mark 15: 29-39. 

W. Jesus in the Tomb. Mark 15: 42-47, 

Th. “Christ Died for Us.” Romans 5: 1-8. 

F. The Resurrection of Christ. Mark 16: 1-8. 

7 aa eer Through Christ. If Corinthians 
5: 14-21. 

S. The Message of the Cross. I Corinthians 

1: 17-25. 
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has provided a dividing date in man’s 
history. Before Christ, B. C., and after 
Christ, A. D., would not have their im- 
portance in human annals had not the 
ministry of Jesus occurred, culminating 
though it did in His death as a male- 
factor on a Judean hill. Only a super- 
lative among the world’s events could 
gain this position. No other career has 
an equal distinction. 


Sufficiency for Reconciliation 


But there are other standards of 
measurement that apply to Jesus alone. 
For example, such phrases as “His sat- 
isfaction for the sin of the world,” or 
“His vicarious atonement,” or the pur- 
chase of man’s salvation from the bond- 
age of sin, “not with silver and gold but 
with His holy and precious blood and 
His innocent sufferings and death,” as 
we learn in catechetical instruction;— 
all of these involve a measurement of the 
merit at man’s disposal which was 
gained by our Saviour. True, a great 
mystery eludes our examination. The 
attributes of His infinite natures, divine 
and human, are involved, and the secret 
counsels: of God. 

In the absolute, one might almost say 
in the contemplation quantitatively of 
His sufferings and death, we meet the 
sufficiency of the merit of Christ to free 
from the penalties of sin and sinning, 
all the transgressions of all the men and 
women in the world’s past, present, and 
future, to the day of our Lord’s return 
in power. The formula has two factors. 
One is the period of His humiliation, a 
finite quantity. But the second factor, 
the multiplier one might say, is the 
infinite capacity of the Son of God to 
suffer. On the one side we have the 
worst of transgression, which is rebel- 
lion against God, obedience to evil and 
the inconceivably great burden of hu- 
manity’s transgressions, all of which the 
Messiah was sent to bear. But against 
this guilt of transgressions is His ac- ° 
ceptance of the worst form of death, 
crucifixion; the worst degree of hu- 
miliation, to be numbered among trans- 
gressors though stainlessly innocent; 
and finally, to have His body laid in a 
new tomb/ and thus cut off from the 


- honor and ties of family. 


Our finite minds cannot penetrate the 
mysteries nor make an appraisal of 
this self-submission. We have content- 
ment with the summary of redemption 
— “whosoever believeth on Him shall 
not perish but have everlasting life.” 
It is a divine promise. 
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Christ Speaks from the Cross—OF HIS VICTORY 


John 19: 30; Luke 23: 46 


Wuo can understand the meaning of the cross? Volumes have been 
written on the subject and systems of theology built upon it; but when we 
have read and studied them we feel there is still something beyond our 
understanding. This does not bar us from seeking to know more of its mean- 
ing. We know that Jesus redeemed us through the cross. We have felt His 
saving power drawing us through the cross into a realized sonship of God. 
Rightly, we want to know what we can about the whys and wherefores. 


The seven sayings of Jesus on the 
cross give us some idea of what He was 
thinking about. So they become helps 
in understanding the cross. The first 
three words were for others. Certainly 
the cross itself was for others. The next 
two words were about Himself and re- 
vealed His right to be called our Sav- 
iour. Now we study the last two words, 
which show a Christ victorious even 
while dying. 


THE SIXTH WORD 


“Tt is finished.” 

What was finished? Our first and 
most natural answer is that His physical 
and mental suffering were finished. Re- 
member, this was no gold cross, but the 
rough tree upon which criminals died. 
We must not idealize His sufferings, 
but with true realism remember the 
awful agony of those last three long 
hours on the cross. 

Even greater than the agonies of 
physical pain were the heart wounds 
represented by the cross. The nation 
Jesus loved and hoped to save would 
not accept Him. Those neighbors of 
Nazareth who tried to kill Him for His 
claims to Messiahship were symbolic of 
the reception given Him by His people. 
His followers proclaimed Him king on 
Palm Sunday and cried, “Crucify Him,” 
on Good Friday. His little band of 
twelve chosen apostles bred one who 
denied Him with an oath, another who 
betrayed Him with a kiss, and all but 
one were afraid to come close to His 
cross when He needed sympathy most. 
All the humiliating experiences of His 
ministry were now over. 


The pattern for living was finished 
too. Jesus came to show men how they 
ought to live. The early Christians were 
called “Followers of the Way,” a beau- 
tiful name for those who lived by higher 
standards than the world. The world, 
then and now, measured success by 
ability to get much and give little; to be 
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served, not to serve. Ambitions for 
preferment, for wealth, for a name, for 
mastery over others, for illicit pleasure, 
these dominate the life plans of mul- 
titudes. The cross put an earthly end 
to a life that cut straight across the am- 
bitions of the world with the ideal of 
unselfish service. Never a mar of self- 
ishness spoiled the perfection of Jesus. 
“He was tempted... yet without sin.” 
Ever after this first Good Friday we 
have the perfect pattern for living. To 
know what Jesus would do or think in 
any situation is to know the right. The 
pattern was finished. 


The plan of salvation is also finished. 
A perfect pattern only tantalizes if we 
cannot build according to it. Its per- 
fection becomes the measure of our 
failure. We need peace in our confused 
hearts as we realize our weakness and 
failure. We need forgiveness and new 
power for living. We need the assur- 
ance of life eternal. All these and more 
are in the meaning of the cross. Here 
Christ died that we might live. Here the 
price of our salvation was paid in full. 
A good old Christian saint was asked, 
“How long have you been saved?” 
“Over 1900 years,” was his answer. Yes, 
salvation for us was finished then. 


“Jesus, all our ransom paid, 
All Thy Father’s will obeyed, 
By Thy suff’rings perfect made. 


“Save us in our souls’ distress; 
Be our help to cheer and bless. 
While we grow in holiness; 
Hear us, Holy Jesus.” 


The work for which Christ had left 
His home in glory was finished. To ap- 
propriate all that it offers, we need only 
to trust Him. 


THE SEVENTH WORD 
“Father, into thy hands I commend 
my spirit.” 


If the sixth word, “It is finished,” is 
Jesus’ valedictory; this seventh word is 
His salutatory. It is spoken as though 
a victor were speaking. When the mar- 
tyr Stephen died he said, “Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.” John Hus centuries 
later said, “I commit my spirit into Thy 
hands, O Lord Jesus Christ, who hast 
redeemed it.” But Jesus said, “I com- 
mend.” He was master of His soul. The 
devil thought he was the master when 
the Lord was nailed to the cross; but 
Jesus never yielded self-command. If 
He fulfilled His Father’s will, it was His 
will too. “God was in Christ recon- 
ciling .. .” 

Jesus had been “commending His 
spirit” to the Father ever since as a boy 
of twelve He said, “I must be about my 
Father’s business.” His friends had 
sought many times to persuade Him to 
lesser purposes and His enemies had 
plotted against Him. But “He set his 
face to go to Jerusalem.” That “set 
face” did not represent stubborn wil- 
fulness. Nor was it grim with a sense 
of destiny. It was a strong face, gentle 
and loving. It looked ahead to Calvary 
without fear, certain that that was the 
only way for the accomplishment of His 
life purpose. The way of the cross was 
the only way whereby He could save 
men’s souls. So Jesus gave His life; it 
was not taken from Him. Though His 
hands and feet were nailed to a cross, 
His was the freest soul of all. 

As the climax of Jesus’ sacrifice as 
sin-bearer, He had cried, “My God, my 
God.” Now as simply as He had com- 
muned with God under the stars on 
many a Galilean hillside, He said, 
“Father.” He had never been a prod- 
igal son, wandering in far countries; but 
as sin-bearer he had felt the alienation 
of a prodigal. All that was past now, 
and the end of His earthly life came in 
perfect oneness with the Father. 


“May Thy life and death supply, 
Grace to live and grace to die, 
Grace to reach the home on high. 
Hear us, Holy Jesus.” 


We have stood before the cross and 
have heard Christ speak. We may well 
conclude with the words of Forsyth, 
one of the world’s great Bible students, 
“Let us go down (from the cross) to 
know that the meanest or the most ter- 
rible things of life now move beneath 
the eternal mastery and triumphant 
composure of an almighty Saviour, and 
a final salvation which is assured in 
heavenly places in Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” Yes, “eternal mastery” is the 
key to Jesus on the cross. The sign of 
defeat, the criminal’s cross, was made 
by Jesus the royal mark of His maj- 
esty. “By this sign conquer.” 


* * 


To Lrapgrs: Topic date, March 19. 
Next topic, “Christ’s Cross and Mine.” 


* * 
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Lutheran Church Music 


By CHARLES E. BAKER,* 


Music Director, St. Paul's Lutheran 
Church, Evanston, Illinois 


Tue chorales of the Lutheran Church 
are songs or hymn tunes which have 
been associated with Lutheran worship 
and have been distinctive of our church 
since the Reformation. A vast and rich 
heritage of great music is contained in 
these songs, of which the influence has 
been widespread, not only affecting the 
music of the Protestant sects but of the 
entire field of secular music as well. 

The striking characteristic of the 
chorale is its universal appeal through 
straightforwardness, strength, and vi- 
tality. It appeals to the heart as well as 
to the intellect, and to appreciate its 
real greatness, one must consider the 
fact that it has met the needs of count- 
less generations. 


Unity Through Hymns 

Luther saw the need for active par- 
ticipation of the congregation in the 
service of worship, and he especially 
favored singing as a means of attaining 
unified expression. This created prob- 
lems, for previously there had been no 
music written for such a purpose. Here 
was a need for music that would be 
suitable, something expressive, appro- 
priate, yet simple enough for congrega- 
tions to sing. Previous to the Reforma- 
tion, church music had been in the 
hands of the Roman clergy and a group 
of church-trained musicians who hay ‘ 
evolved a complicated style of choit 
music known as polyphony. This style 
is peculiar in that rarely does one voice 
part take precedence over another; 
hence, it has no “melody” in the sense 
commonly understood today. 

Since Luther had no precedent to 
follow, he had to turn to new means in 
order to get something simple enough 
for his purpose. He had either to com- 
pose his own music, or use existing sec- 
ular tunes and write religious words for 
them. He and his followers did both 
these things with an insight that could 
not have been accidental, for the folk 
song, from which most of the chorale 
tunes took their inspiration, is basic 
music, music which has withstood the 
test of time without having been writ- 
ten down. 

In most cases these composers ar- 


* Mr. Baker wrote this article “for comment 
during a Choral Vespers Service, when the pro- 
gram was made up entirely of chorales and 
choral preludes.” Eb. ; 
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ranged and altered folk songs to meet 
their needs, and this practice continued 
for several centuries. Thus the whole 
structure of Lutheran music is based on 
greatness, the intangible quality that 
makes that music so satisfying to peo- 
ple of all eras and cultures. 


Complicated Sacred Music 

The Roman Church had not only de- 
veloped a highly technical art to meet 
its special needs, but had attempted to 
differentiate between sacred and sec- 
ular styles by excluding the use of cer- 
tain elements closely associated with 
secular music. This gave rise to a sort 
of cult music, beautiful in itself but en- 
tirely unusable for congregational sing- 
ing. Luther and his followers saw no 
such black-and-white distinction be- 
tween sacred and secular music. In- 
stead, they selected and composed music 
which met their particular needs, and 
incidentally widened the horizon of 
church music. 

In spite of the fact that congregational 
singing met popular approval, the per- 
formance by untrained voices and sing- 
ers in those days must have been some- 
thing that we of today would scarcely 
tolerate. People who are unused to 
singing in large masses (and alas, too 
often those who are used to doing so) 
tend to sing by themselves as individuals 
instead of as a unified group. Slow 
singers fall behind and fast singers get 
ahead of the group. Usually the slow 
singers win, and the music moves slower 
and slower until it drags interminably. 

The chorales then got off to a slow 


The Call of Lent 
By HENRY H. BAGGER 


*Trs Lent, and with it comes 
A call to every soul 

To open wide and let Him in 
Who only maketh whole. 


Who only maketh whole 
By His forgiving grace 

And bids repentant, downcast ones 
Look up and see His face! 


Look up and see His face! 
And then go forth again 

With zeal renewed and hearts aglow 
To serve their fellowmen. 


To serve their fellowmen 
With spirit glad and free. 

“O enter, enter, Lord, my soul.... 
And help me follow Thee!” 
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tempo start, and although we of today 
sing them much faster than did our an- 
cestors, Lutheran music is still notice- 
ably slower than that of other churches. 
Perhaps this is one reason why Lu- 
theran congregations are noted for their 
singing, for a reasonably dignified tempo 
gives everyone a chance to sing out and 
join in worship. The practice of holding 
the notes at ends of phrases may be 
traced to early times when it was found 
necessary to allow time for slower sing- 
ers to catch up. This characteristic of 
the chorale is not to be found in most 
other church music, although its orig- 
inal purpose has long been forgotten. 

As time went on, it became customary 
to introduce new chorale tunes with 
preludes, rnuch like the practice today 
of playing the tune before the congre- 
gation sings. Gradually these preludes 
became a distinct part of the service, 
and by Bach’s time they were often so 
elaborate that the chorale became a 
mere framework for all sorts of varia- 
tions. The usual practice was to im- — 
provise around the tune, using it so that ~ 
the congregation would recognize it un- 
mistakably. The custom of improvising 
preludes is rare today because musicians 
are scarcely.ever taught the art of im- 
provisation, whereas in previous times 
it was considered an essential part of ~ 
the musician’s background. 


Bach's Preludes 

Fortunately, some of these preludes 
were written down, or we should have 
no idea of how really beautiful they 
were. Bach’s choral preludes are by far 
the most famous, and: they show how 
far he often strayed from the original 
chorale tunes. His alterations were not — 
only in harmony, but in the tunes and 
rhythms as well. This freedom often 
got him into trouble, for we read in the 
town records the city fathers, his em- 
ployers, complained at length and often 
of “his strange harmonies and like of 
which confounded and confused the 
congregation.” One may well imagine 
the consternation and furor that would 
be aroused today were an organist to 
alter the melody, harmony, and rhythm 
of “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Al- 
mighty” or of “America.” The chances 
are he would sooner or later lose his 


~ job; and this is exactly what nearly 


happened to Bach more than once. 

In the services of worship each week 
we have an opportunity to sing some 
of the great music of our church, music 
that all of us love and that will endure. 
The test of a song is in the singing, not 
merely the listening. 
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$14,000 Debt Paid in 


Two Years 


THe entire indebtedness of $14,000 
was liquidated in a little more than two 
years by the First Lutheran Church, 
Watsontown, Pa., of which the Rev. 
Harold A. Ahalt is pastor. 

At the Sunday school session Decem- 
ber 26, 1943, Superintendent Russell M. 
Fryer told the members of the church 
and Sunday school that the church 
council had placed an additional $500 
from the current expense fund toward 
the debt, and that only $300 was needed 
to reach the goal. After an enthusiastic 
response by individuals and classes, the 
amount was more than met. 

The mortgage-burning service took 
place January 2, 1944. The improve- 
ments for which the debt was incurred 
were made in 1941 and included en- 
larging the pipe organ, and the addition 
of chimes; relocation of the console and 
the choir in the chancel; new carpet, 
decoration of the auditorium of the 
church, new lights and pews, and a 
reredos. 

The congregation has shown a fine 
spirit of co-operation in the general 
work of the Church and contributed its 
quota of $325 to Lutheran World Action, 
met the benevolence apportionment in 
full each year, increased the pastor’s 
‘salary last year. The Sunday school 
supports a parish abroad in Liberia. 

Unlike most congregations today, in- 
stead of abandoning evening services, 
here the vesper service is the largest 
attended service of the day. A success- 
ful crusade for church attendance is 
being conducted with well-filled church 
both morning and evening. In the three 
years of the present pastorate 174 new 
members have been received into the 
congregation, two fine choirs have been 
vested, and the Sunday school has been 
departmentalized and has a good or- 
chestra. 

The next project planned is the re- 
decoration of the Sunday school and 
basement and the painting of the ex- 
terior of the church and parsonage. 


March 8, 1944 


President of Michigan Synod 
Becomes Pastor in Ohio 


The Rev. Claudius Edgar Jensen was 
installed as pastor of Messiah Church, 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio, Sunday, Jan- 
uary 16. He was until recent months 
president of the Michigan Synod. 

Dr. George W. Miley, president of the 
Synod of Ohio, was in charge of the in- 
stallation service. D. Bruce Young, 
D.D., pastor of the First Lutheran 
Church, Shelby, Ohio, preached the in- 
stallation sermon. A reception was held 
in the parish house immediately follow- 
ing the service. 


A College Family 


Muhlenberg Weekly, the journal of 
Muhlenberg College at Allentown, Pa., 
in a recent issue reported the genera- 
tions of the Horn family who have en- 
gaged in the activities of the institution 
as recipients or contributors. 

Four generations are involved, the 
first being represented by Col. Melchior 
Hay Horn, Civil War veteran, banker 
at Catasauqua and a trustee of the 
school from its founding in 1867 until 
1876. His son, the late Edward Traill 
Horn, D.D., an alumnus of Gettysburg 
College, after an interval was on the 
Board of Trustees, 1899 to 1915. 

The next generation supplied three 


FIRST CHURCH, 
WATSONTOWN, 
PA., 
Dedicated in 
December 1941. 
Debt liquidated 
two years later. 
The Rey. Harold A. 
Ahalt, pastor 


alumni, Robert Chisolm, professor of 
Greek at Muhlenberg since 1904 and 
dean since 1930; the Rev. William M., 
deceased; and Edward T. Horn, II, until 
1941 missionary in Japan. Of the fourth 
generation the two sons of the dean 
and one son of the missionary, great- 
grandsons of the first trustee, have com- 
pleted the course required for grad- 
uation and are in active professional 
life. The total list on the college roll is 
eleven. The mutual benefits are held 
in high regard by the institution and by 
the Horn families. 


Last and Best 


(Continued from page 8) 


Elections 

F, L. Conrad, D.D., secretary; Mr. 
Charles H. Heilig, treasurer; and the 
Rev. B. E. Petrea, statistician, were re- 
elected. 

Delegates to United Lutheran Church 
convention are: Ministers: Dr. J. L. 
Morgan, Dr. F. L. Conrad, Dr. P 
Monroe, Dr. F. P. Cauble, Dr. P. 
Brown, Dr. Geo. H. Rhodes, Dr. M. 
Stirewalt, Dr. S. W. Hahn, Dr. E. 
Cooper and the Rev. Voigt R. Granien 
Laymen: Dr. H. A. Fisher, Messrs. L. L. 
Minges, Luther G. Boliek, Jas. L. 
Fisher, H. E. Isenhour, W. K. Mauney, 
R. B. M. McAllister, Bismarck Capps, 
Zeb. B. Trexler, and H. B. Wolf. 

Drs. L. D. Miller and J. C. Dietz and 
Messrs. Bismarck Capps and Clifford 
A. Peeler were elected to serve on the 
Executive Committee of synod. Dr. 
Geo. H. Rhodes and Mr. H. E. Isenhour 
were elected to the Mission Committee; 
the Rev. E. R. Lineberger and Mr. Paul 
Fullenwider to the Committee on Min- 
isterial Education; Prof. M. L. Stirewalt, 
Jr., was elected archivist; Drs. M. L. 
Stirewalt, F. P. Cauble, F. L. Conrad 
and Messrs. Glenn R. Frye, M.D., A. L. 
Star, George O. Lipe and Herman B. 
Wolf were elected to the Board of Edu- 
cation Institutions; the Rev. C. E. Nor- 
man and Mr. J. L. Fisher to the Board 
of the Theological Seminary; the Rev. 
G. W. McClanahan to the Orphan Home 
Board; and the Rev. E. R. Trexler to 
the Lowman Home Board. 

A special resolution, introduced by 
the Rev. A. W. Lippard, was passed re- 
questing the State of North Carolina to 
appoint and provide support for a full- 
time chaplain for the State Hospital. 

There was manifest a spirit of deep 
interest and progressive determination 
all through the convention, and dele- 
gates remained for the final words. It 
is the opinion of all that it was our best 
convention in history. An invitation 
was accepted to meet with two of the 
synod’s most historic congregations in 
April 1945, St. John’s, near Concord, 
and Organ, near Salisbury. 
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TERCENTENARY OF FIRST CHURCH, ALBANY, IN 1944 
Community Interest and Co-operation Progresses 


The Rev. Eugene B. Umberger, pastor 
of St. Paul’s Church, Richmondville, 
N. Y., in co-operation with the pastor 
of the local Methodist church, is busily 
engaged in a community program of 
discussions on the theme, “Toward a 
Christian View of the Post-War World.” 
Six meetings have been planned, led by 
outstanding Schoharie County speakers 
using the Federal Council’s “Six Pillars 
of Peace” as a basis for the discussions. 
Not only has this program received the 
endorsement of the social, political and 
business associations. of the community, 
but the members of the senior class of 
the high school have been requested to 
attend the meetings. Pastor Umberger 
is a graduate of Gettysburg Seminary 
and has been at St. Paul’s since 1941. 

An altar has recently been installed 
in the sanctuary. It was built by Orlo 
Beilby, a member of the congregation, 
and presented by the Sunday school as 
a memorial to Mary Mahan, Etta Har- 
roway, and Melvin Harroway, who dur- 
ing their lifetime were faithful members 
of the congregation and responsible for 
the large endowment now in possession 
of the church. 


An Educational Project 

Three congregations in Canajoharie 
and Fort Plain have demonstrated how 
effectively an educational project for 
the youth can be worked out, not only 
from the congregational standpoint, but 
with the larger objectives of the Church 
in mind. 


The Rev. Dr. Walter Krumwiede. 


pastor of St. John’s, Canajoharie; the’ 


Rev. Frank H. Shimer, pastor of St. 
Mark’s, Canajoharie; and the Rev. Her- 
bert H. Mahl, pastor of St. Paul’s, Fort 
Plain, working in close co-operation, 
planned a series of three youth meet- 
ings, one scheduled for each church 
and led by the pastor loci. The work 
of the Board of Social Missions of the 
U. L. C. A., Christian Education, and 
Lutheran World Action were the gen- 
eral subjects presented. Motion pic- 
tures were used when possible to im- 
press the work of the Church upon the 
minds of the young people. 


The Rev. Herman F. Vesper, pastor 
of St. Paul’s, Red Hook, will celebrate 
his twenty-fifth anniversary as a min- 
ister of the Word and Sacraments 
March 26. A graduate of Wagner Col- 
lege and the Philadelphia Seminary, 
Pastor Vesper has served the Church 
faithfully and industriously. Almost two 
decades ago, while pastor of Emanuel 
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Church, Hudson, Pastor Vesper in col- 
laboration with the Rev. Henry H. 
Wahl, pastor of St. John’s, Hudson, 
worked out a program of weekday re- 
ligious education which had far-reach- 
ing results. Just prior to his coming to 
Red Hook Pastor Vesper served St. 
John’s Church, Canajoharie. 

February 6 the Red Hook congrega- 
tion held a special service at which a 
certificate was presented by army of- 
ficials, signed by the Chief of Chaplains, 
in consideration of the fact that St. 
Paul’s gave their pastor as a chaplain 
to the Army. The chaplain was the Rev. 
Walter J. Bielitz, now serving with the 
59th Fighter Troop. 

Pastor Vesper was the. preacher at 
the service held at the Pre-Lenten Re- 
treat in Trinity Chruch, Albany, Feb- 
ruary 14. 


Albany Congregation 300 Years Old 


First Church, Albany, Dr. Chalmers 
E. Frontz pastor, has gotten under way 
on the celebration of their three hun- 
dredth anniversary. Instead of limiting 
this celebration to a week or a month 
the officials and congregation of First 
Church proclaimed a whole year of spe- 
cial celebration, and rightly so, for the 
congregation can well be proud of its 
heritage. 

The festival year was begun with the 
celebration of Holy Communion on the 
first Sunday in the New Year. The 
guest preacher was a son of the congre- 
the Rev. Dr. Clarence E. 
Krumbholz, secretary of the Depart- 
ment of Welfare, National Lutheran 
Council. Each month of the year has 
been designated for some special ob- 
servance. 

A highlight in the festivities will 
come in June when the 300-year-old 
congregation will be host to the six- 
teenth annual convention of the United 
Synod of New York, June 5-8. The 
conclusion will come with a Watch 
Night Service New Year’s Eve. 

Through the years First Church has 
been served by many able and devoted 
pastors, recognized for their ability and 
churchmanship not only in the upper 
Hudson area, but generally throughout 
the Church. Since 1923 Dr. Chalmers E. 
Frontz has been pastor of First Church, 
succeeding the Rev. Dr. Charles W. 
Leitzell, who resigned to become pres- 
ident of the New York Synod and who 
later became the second president of 
Hartwick College at Oneonta. 

Dr. Frontz did his’ undergraduate 


work at Missionary Institute (now Sus- 
quehanna University) and Wittenberg 
College, receiving from the latter insti- 
tution the A.B. degree in 1896. Three 
years later he was graduated from 
Hamma Divinity School, and was or- 
dained by the Wittenberg Synod in 
1899. ( 

He served congregations in Iowa, 
Ohio, Indiana, Pennsylvania and New 
York City. During World War I he was 
chosen by the Wittenberg and Miami 
Synods to be camp pastor to minister to 
Lutheran soldiers in particular training 
camps. Following the armistice he was 
invited by Col. John T. Axton, chap- 
lain of the Port of New York, to assist 
in welcoming the return of the troops 
from overseas. He was stationed in the 
Chief Chaplain’s office in Hoboken, N. J. 


A Pastorate of Two Decades 


Dr. Frontz is a faithful pastor and a 
forceful preacher. He has won a place 
in the hearts of his people and the two 
decades of service among them has 
brought many rich blessings to pastor 
and people alike. Interested in the 
work of the community as well as the 
work of the synod and the U. L. C. A., 
Dr. Frontz has always been active in 
the general welfare of the state and 
church. His particular field is Religious 
Education, an interest which was his 
from the beginning of his ministry. For 
many years he was a member of the 
Committee on Religious Education of ~ 
the United Synod of New York, and has 
been one of the directors of the Lu- 
theran Summer School for Church 
Workers at Silver Bay-on-Lake George. 

A delegate to many general conven- 
tions of the Church, Dr, Frontz has 
been a churchman of vision and has 
commanded the respect of his fellow 
delegates. In 1928 he prepared and in- 
troduced, at the Johnstown Convention, 
the resolution that resulted in the 
merging of three synods into the United 
Lutheran Synod of New York. 

Dr, Frontz is a member of the Albany 
Ministerial Association, the Monarch 
Club, and of the Philip Livingston 
Chapter, Sons of the Revolution, and is 
its chaplain. He is president of the 
Albany County Bible Society, and 
chaplain of the Albany Police Force. . 
His hobby is amateur photography. 


Strengthened by Merger 

The congregation of First Church has 
occupied several church buildings. The 
first was built in 1669 and the second 


- in 1870. This was in the downtown sec- 


tion of Albany, and was destroyed by 
fire June 9, 1934. In 1925 First Church 
merged with the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of the Redeemer of Albany, and 
this strengthened the life of both groups. 
A new building project has been under 
way for a number of years, and even 
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before the fire destroyed the church in 
1934 the Friendship House, more cen- 
trally located for the congregation, was 
in use. Dedicated in 1929, it was 
erected as a Religious Education plant 
to be part of the “Greater First 
Church.” The building is modern in 
every respect, with ample space for 
classrooms, rooms for meetings and the 
church offices, and a large and comfort- 
able auditorium. Until the project can 
be completed this is used for the wor- 
ship of the congregation. 

The people of First Church, like their 
pastor, are noted for their hospitality, 
always offering the use of their prop- 
erty and equipment for conference and 
synodical conventions or meetings. A 
number of their laymen and laywomen 
have filled important places on commit- 
tees and boards of the conference and 


synod and in the work of the Women’s 
Missionary Society and Luther League. 


The Rev. Morris C. Skinner, president 
of the Eastern Conference, has issued a 
statement to the effect that all vacancies 
in the conference are filled. In view of 
the fact that a number of our clergy 
have entered the Chaplain’s Corps and 
a number of others have moved out of 
the conference, this is a matter of more 
than ordinary satisfaction and speaks 
well for the devotion of the president 
of conference to his task and his close 
co-operation with the president of 
synod. 

One of the last vacancies to be filled 
was St. Mark’s, Middleburgh, when 
Herbert N. Gibney, a senior at the 
Philadelphia Seminary, accepted a call. 
He will begin his duties at St. Mark’s 
upon graduation and ordination in June. 


Kays from iw acific Vorth west 


ADULT AND YOUTH GROUPS PROFIT BY CONFERENCES 


CALIFORNIA may have more sunshine, 
the middle west more snow and cold, 
the east a variety of unsettled weather, 
but out in the Pacific Northwest the 

gentle dews from heaven make the 
trees grow tall, the turf green, and roses 
in bloom most any time of the year. 
We can also say with the psalmist, “I 
will look up unto the mountains,” and 
there they are: their pure white spires, 
like diamonds set in a green base, to 
give inspiration and encouragement to 
all who will learn from them the prov- 
idence and promises of God. There is a 
point in all this. People who came from 
the East are either greatly intrigued at 
the outlook of the great Northwest, or 
they are anxious to get back, only to 
long for the opportunity to return. Life 
is like that. 


An Intersynodical Gathering 

This was evident in an All-Lutheran 
Pastors’ Seminar which was held in the 
First Lutheran Church (Ballard), 
Seattle, the Rev. O. L. Haavik pastor, 
January 26. There were eighty-two 
pastors registered, and some who just 
came for part of the conference. Among 
them were members of the Missouri 
Synod, the Norwegian Synods, the Au- 
gustana Synod, the American Lutheran 
Church, and the U. L. C. A. It was a 
fine looking group, and we worshiped, 
studied, discussed, listened and ate and 
fellowshiped together as only brethren 
in the faith can do. 

The conference was arranged in three 
parts. The first was “Post-War Re- 
adjustments with Reference to the 
Family and Community” presented by 
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the Rev. Theodore Thormahlen of Addi- 
son, IIll., executive secretary of the Lu- 
theran Child Welfare Association of the 
Synod of Missouri, Ohio, etc. Pastor 
Thormahlen did an excellent task, and 
we shall be able to use many of his 
propositions better to serve our people. 
The second part was “Race Relations,” 
and was presented by Dr. A. C. 
Knudten, missionary of our U. L. C. A. 
in Japan, and a member of the com- 
mittee providing Religious Education 
Material for Japanese Nisei Relocation 
Centers. Dr. Knudten enlightened us 
on this whole subject. More than that, 
he threw out the challenge to Christian 
people of America that they may be 
willing to accept the responsibility for 
the many strangers within our gates. 
The third part was “Lay Activity in 
the Church” presented by Morris Wee, 
D.D., pastor of Bethel Church, Madison, 
Wis., and an effective student pastor. 
His address enabled pastors to have 
a good look at themselves, and then to 
visualize their opportunities and re- 
sponsibilities within the congregation. 
This same seminar was held in Beth- 
lehem Church, Portland, Ore., the Rev. 
O. A. Schmidt pastor, the following day, 
with equally good results. 


Dr. Carlson Guest Speaker 

Another treat for pastors of the 
Pacific Synod was the Pre-Lenten Re- 
treat at Trinity, Longview, the Rev. 
John L. Cauble pastor. In a two-day 
session we were led to the heights of 
inspiration through the leadership of 
Dr. Oscar Carlson, Director of Evan- 
gelism of the U. L. C. A. If our Church 


had adopted this type of program 
twenty-five years ago and prepared its 
pastors for a real soul-saving work, 
there would be more stress today upon 
the central objective of the Church, and 
less upon the mechanics. The Church 
at large knows about Dr. Carlson and 
his consecrated work, so we of the 
Northwest want to bear testimony. It 
was the consensus of the brethren that 
this was the most impressive and ef- 
fective work ever undertaken and pre- 
sented by our Church for the advance- 
ment of the Kingdom. The very fact 
that the United Lutheran Church has 
made the provision for such Evangelism 
effort, enabling us to study this whole 
program under Dr. Carlson’s skillful 
leadership, is cause for thanksgiving. 
Our stay in Longview was greatly blest 
by the marvelous hospitality of Pastor 
Cauble and his good people. 


Young People’s Rally 


Another highlight in the life of the 
church was a Luther League Rally held 
in Trinity Church, Everett, of which the 
writer is pastor. The theme for the day 
was, “The Assurance of Our Faith.” 
The inspirational address was given by 
the Rey. Caryl Benson, pastor of Zion 
Church (Augustana), Everett. An open 
forum on the theme was led by Pastor 
Johnson, and proved helpful. The 
luncheon was attended by seventy-five 
persons from Seattle, Centralia and 
Everett. Many contributions were made 
to round out an inspirational rally. 
Pastors L. H. Steinhoff, Fred Lucas, 
and Edwin Bracher had a part, as did 
several Leaguers. We were fortunate 
in having Naval, Chaplain Clarence 
Crouser of the California Synod, now 
serving Blue Jackets in Seattle, to tell 
something of his work and the response 
by service men. Miss Gretchen Winkel 
of Everett is the district president of 
the Luther League. 


Forty Years Old 
Trinity Church, Everett, reached the 


classic age of forty years on January 24. 


That event was quietly observed in a 
devotional, inspirational and social 
manner. Mrs. Hilda Crawford, the only 
charter member of Trinity, spoke of its 
early history. Mrs. Crawford is the ef- 
ficient Juvenile Judge in this city. 
Trinity was organized January 24, 1904, 
by the late Rev. T. A. Schoenberg, then 
field missionary. Other pastors who 
served were the Revs. H. A. W. Yung, 
M. E. Boulton, William F. Holl, D. D. 
Kistler, H. W. Monesmith and Edwin J. 
Johnson, the present pastor. As an an- 
niversary goal, Trinity has set out to 
liquidate the local indebtedness of 
$5,400, and that goal is in sight. An- 
other objective is the evangelism work 
of the congregation, which will be cause 
for greater joy. 
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NEWS OF THE SYNOD AND THE MIAMI VALLEY 


Ir has been so long since your re- 
porter has supplied a synodical letter to 
‘THE LUTHERAN that some of you may 
‘have begun to think we have another 
“Silent Yokum” on the job. Or, if it 
isn’t that bad, maybe some of the Ohio 
‘men have concluded that their pub- 
licity man has been having the same 
-kind of trouble that the Rev. Howard I. 
-Pospesel has had in publishing the 1943 
Minutes of Synod. 

Mr. Pospesel “chose not to run” for 
secretary of synod last May, but he still 
‘had the final job of getting the minutes 
‘printed. Instead of a beautiful swan 
song and flare of trumpets, the booklet, 
which should have been distributed by 
-June or July, and which would mark 
the triumphant close of a successful 
veareer for the former secretary, this 
same booklet got into every tangle con- 
-ceivable in the fine art of printing. Our 
good man, aging and graying before his 
-day, had to go so far as. to transport 
-several tons of type already set up to 
-another city and another printer. The 
books have not yet arrived. (Our copies 
arrived exactly three and one-half 
minutes after the envelope that carried 
“this letter was sealed.) 


Lutheran World Action 

The big news in the synod right now 
is Lutheran World Action. H. C. 
‘Roehner, D.D., and the Rev. Tom Hom- 
righausen, Eastern Conference pastors, 
-did such a splendid work in putting 
‘Ohio over the goal last year that there 
~was no hesitancy in returning them to 


their former posts. These men are good,, 


organizers and hard workers. Thei 
success lies not in unique methods or 
startling techniques, but in steady and 
-consistent “bombardment” until all re- 
sistance had ceased. Then comes the 
“mopping up” operations, and when 
they get through, not one dead congre- 
gation remains; they’re all alive and 
‘participating 100 per cent in Lutheran 
World Action. 

May 7 has been set as the time of the 
-appeal, although many of the churches 
use the season of Lent, and the self- 
‘denial banks. Personally, I think Lent 
is the most appropriate time, and that 
self-denial makes it a truly spiritual of- 
fering. We have found in our congre- 
gation that it eliminates the mechanics 
of an appeal for funds, and puts it on a 
-deeply religious basis that Lent itself 
-develops. 


Kessler Lectures 
The post-Easter event that is attract- 
ing widespread interest is the Kessler 
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Lectures to be delivered at Hamma 
Divinity Seminary in Springfield, April 
11 and 12. Four of the lectures will be 
delivered by Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr on 
the general theme: “The Relevance of 
Reformation Doctrine to Life in Mod- 
ern Preaching.” Dr, Robert E. Speer is 
the other lecturer. He will give one 
address on “The Perils of the Christian 
Ministry” and another on “The World’s 
Great Benefactors.” 

The 1942 lectures attracted such a 
large group that it was necessary to use 
the college chapel. 

In addition to the lectures, Dr. Amos 
J. Traver, professor-elect to the Chair 
of Practical Theology, will deliver his 
inaugural address. The charge to the 
professor will be delivered by Dr. H. C. 
Roehner, representing the Board of 
Directors. 


Pre-Lenten Retreats 


The four conferences have met for 
their annual pre-Lenten retreats. In 
some instances, two or more groups met 
in one conference to expedite traveling. 
The Luther League of Ohio has ar- 
ranged for similar retreats, using local 
federations as units. The Ohio or- 
ganization is carrying on well in spite 
of wartime limitations. The Sustaining 
Membership Fund was met in full and 
other objectives fulfilled. A large share 
of the credit goes to Director Joseph W. 
Frease for his tireless energy and the 
fine promotional work accomplished 
through the Ohio Luther Leaguer, 
which he edits. 


Ohio Synod’s Camp Mowana is being 
prepared for another active season. 
Dates have been set for five continuous 
camping periods from June 25 to Au- 
gust 27. Interest in the camp has been 
growing steadily, and it is becoming 
necessary to maintain quotas on the 
registrations. Two camping periods of 
two weeks each are held for both boys 
and girls, and a one-week co-ed camp 
for young people at the close of the sea- 
son. A large lodge, four cabins, wood- 
craft shop, swimming pool and seven- 
teen acres of beautiful Ohio wooded 
hills make Mowana an ideal camp. 

The annual convention of the Ohio 
Synod will meet in First Lutheran 
Church, Mansfield, in May. 


Wings Over the Miami Valley 


Down Dayton way, the picture hasn’t 
changed much in recent months, except 
that, contrary to the old adage, we’re 
still building nests for the birds that 
have been flying over our heads. The 


peak of production seems to have 
passed. Some factories are beginning 
to resume peacetime production of cer- 
tain vital items. A few housing projects 
are being completed, and schools and 
stores are being built within other 
housing areas. 

Under the local Church Federation, 
the Lutherans are going ahead in the 
Overlook Apartments that were as- 
signed to them for special work. R. 
Homrighausen, a student in Hamma 
Seminary, is the chaplain for this proj- 
ect. He writes in the “Hamma Notes” 
as follows concerning the work there: 
“Although it lies just inside the city 
limits and is less than a mile square, 
Overlook is a small town in itself, com- 
posed of 750 homes, a dozen or more 
streets that are named in honor of con- 
temporary American heroes, an ele- 
mentary school, a Tenant Council, a bi- 
weekly newspaper, and a Community 
Church. 

“A total of 3,000 people inhabit Over- 
look. Of this number, about 1,400 are 
children. Also, seventeen major de- 
nominations and sects are represented 
among the 750 families. November 7, 
1943, a Sunday school was opened in 
the Administration Building in one of 
the school rooms, The first session of 
the community Sunday school was at- 
tended by 159 interested men, women 
and children. The following week com- 
munity church services were added. 
The attendance at the first worship hour 
was about thirty. The church now has 
two pianos, fifty non-denominational 
hymnals, seven rooms for classes, a 
teacher for each class, church bulletins 
every Sunday, a Parish Board of about 
ten members, and a small choir. The 
Lutheran Student Association of Wit- 
tenberg College sends two competent 
teachers to the Sunday school each 
week. Plans are being made for a daily 
vacation Bible school this summer.” 


The Southern Conference Pre-Lenten 
Retreat was held at Emmanuel Church, 
Germantown, Ohio, February 9. The 
Rev. Paul Bressler and the congrega- 
tion were hosts. Dr. H. T. Lehman of 
Hamma Divinity School presented a 
paper on “Cross and Crisis According 


‘to Mark.” In the afternoon, the Rev. 


John Rilling of Springfield read a paper 
on “Deepening Personal Devotional Life 
During Lent.” The retreat was cli- 
maxed in the Holy Communion Serv- 
ice. The Rev. Andrew Shilling of Lon- 
don delivered the sermon. The Rev. 
Cyrus Wallick was the chaplain. 


The Dayton Luther Leagues held 
their Pre-Lenten Retreat in St. John’s 
Church Sunday afternoon, February 27. 
The laymen of the Miami Valley held 
their annual retreat February 20 in St. 
John’s Church, Gebhart. Dr. Amos J. 
Traver was the speaker. 


The Lutheran 


-The Lutheran Inner Mission is pre- 
paring for their annual Roll Call im- 
mediately after Easter. Indebtedness 
has now been liquidated on the pres- 
ent building, and the work is going 
along nicely. The 1944 budget objective 
is $25,000. 

We haven’t much to report on per- 
sonal items. Our pastors are healthy 
and busy. The C. H. Starkeys of 
Miamisburg recently celebrated their 


twenty-fifth wedding anniversary, and 
the congregation and friends presented 
them with many beautiful and useful 
gifts. The Rev. E. C. Dolbeer, mission 
pastor of the Middletown congregation, 
but living at Brookville, Ohio, wants 
pastors who have had members move 
to Middletown inform him. There seem 
to be a great many unattached Luther- 
ans there, and ours is the only United 
Lutheran congregation in the town. 


California Siheaiivs 


VARIED VIEWS OF SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 


MeEtropouitan Los Angeles is fast be- 
coming the diplomatic center for the 
Pacific Southwest. The Chamber of 
Commerce is vigorously planning for an 
after-war, more efficient management 
of inter-American trade and travel re- 
lations. As at present, agents from ac- 
credited lands are located at various 
places in the county—Long Beach, 
Santa Monica, etc.—causing confusion 
and lack of efficiency. The suggestion 
now is the consolidation of the various 
agencies in a central location, prefer- 
ably, the Civic Center of Los Angeles, 
close by the Courthouse, City Hall, Post 
‘Office, and Union Station. 


Organizing Missions 

Three new mission congregations are 
in process of being established in the 
Southern Conference—Long Beach, 
Altadena, and Phoenix, Ariz. A pre- 
liminary canvass was made in Long 
Beach and Altadena by the Rev. Albert 
L. Groseclose. Dr. Milton J. Bieber, 
“On the Wing” mission organizer, is al- 
ready in Altadena gathering material 
’ for a congregation. The Rev. Paul Ger- 
berding is doing the same in North 
_ Long Beach. The first preaching serv- 
ice was scheduled for Sunday after- 
noon, February 27. Pastor Groseclose 
reported more than 120 families in the 
community with Lutheran members. 
Dr. and Mrs. Schwartz of the First 
Church, Los Angeles, are spending 
some time in Phoenix, assisting the pas- 
tor of Grace Church, the Rev. H. C. 
Lindsay, in his effort to organize a new 
mission church. ‘ 

Grace Church has the third largest 
communing membership in the synod. 
Pastor Lindsay took charge in 1940. He 
‘came from the First Church, Louisville, 
Kentucky. 


Los Angeles Pastoral Association 


The Lutheran Pastors’ Association of 
Los Angeles and Vicinity met February 
7 in the First Church. The devotional 
service, in the auditorium, was led by 
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Dr. M. J. Bieber. Dr. F. W. Otterbein, 
pastor of North Austin, Chicago, was a 
welcome visitor, and gave an inspira- 
tional talk. The business and social 
meeting was held in the spacious up- 
stairs social room. The Rev. C. B. 
Holand, St. Paul’s, Santa Monica, is 
president. 

The Rev. R. D. Kerstetter of Holly- 
wood gave an inspiring message on 
“What Kind of a Preacher I Would Like 
to Be.” 

Some things that the speaker said 
provoked a timely discussion—lively, 
yet entirely friendly—on the Lutheran 
position on adiaphora: Liturgical forms, 
and pastors’ everyday clerical dress, etc. 

Here we are: graduates of Hartwick, 
Gettysburg, Philadelphia, Chicago, 
Hamma Divinity, Susquehanna, Fre- 
mont, Minneapolis; and though slight 
differences of opinion were expressed, 
there was unanimity in upholding the 
old-time slogan: In Essentials, Unity; 
In Non-essentials, Liberty; In All 
Things, Charity. Let it go at that. 

Pastors Derr, Wright and Dysinger 
were absent on account of illness. 
Chaplain Wright is in the Navy Hos- 
pital, San Diego, recovering, we trust, 
from a serious accident. 

Dr. Bruno Lederer, field representa- 
tive of the Samaritan Society, added 
spice to the lively discussion. 


Epidemics in Conference 


Church debt cancellations are becom- 
ing epidemic in the Southern Confer- 
ence. At present, we can but mention 
several: Long Beach, San Diego, Santa 
Monica, Beverly Hills, Glendale, North 
Hollywood. Trinity, Pasadena, had just 
received a gift of $5,000 from the estate 
of the late Mrs. A. E. Bernheim, who 
passed away December 22, at the age of 
ninety-seven, at Ashboro, N. C. She 
was a faithful member and liberal con- 
tributor to Trinity for many years. 

Pastoral retirements also seem to be 
epidemic throughout the synod. To 
date, four of the longtime pastors in 


California have notified President Bea— 
som of their retirement from the pas— 
torate: Drs. J. Edward Hoick, William. 
E. Crouser, Herbert J. Weaver, and: 
Earnest A. Trabert. 


Shortage of Pastors 

To meet the emergency that is on us,,. 
the Executive Committee of synod has 
authorized President Beasom to visit. 
our eastern seminaries in order to pro- 
vide pastors for our prospective va- 
cancies; as well as to secure the serv- 
ices of seminary students to assist pas- 
tors during the summer, 

February 2, seventy-five Lutheran 
pastors, representing the several syn- 
odical groups, met in Los Angeles to» 
discuss the problem of Lutheran co- 


‘ordination in Southern California. The 


subjects discussed were: “Post-war- 
Adjustments with Reference to the- 
Family and the Church,” “Race Rela- 
tions,” “Lay Activities in the Church.” 


Late in April, the Lutheran Welfare 
Conference in America, Dr. Henry 
Irving Kohler chairman of the Los. 
Angeles area, will meet in Los Angeles. 
President George C. Hansler of Mil- 
waukee, and Dr. C. E. Krumbholz, ex- 
ecutive secretary, will be present to 
direct the two-day conference. 


The Intersynodical Lutheran Bible- 
Institute in Los Angeles held their an- 
nual meeting February 1. Their build- 
ing, centrally located, is equipped with. 
dormitory and classrooms—also, a com- 
modious chapel. Dr. H. I. Kohler is: 
secretary of the association. 


The Samaritan Society of Southern. 
California—Dr. Kohler, president; Dr. 
Anspach, treasurer—is doing a splendid: 
work in disposing of salvage from Lu- 
theran churches. The organization is in- 
corporated, and is in charge of several. 
competent men, with three retail stores. 
The business for 1943 amounted to be- 
tween $40,000 and $50,000. The net- 
profit was approximately $7,000, which 
was divided between the Children’s. 
Hospital, the Social Mission Society, 
and the Women’s Auxiliary of the Cali- 
fornia Lutheran Hospital. 


Death of Dr. Derr 

As we write—February 11—word 
comes of the death of Dr. W. H. Derr,. 
in the Lutheran Hospital Annex, Santa 
Monica. Memorial services were held 
in Trinity Church, Pasadena, February 
14. Drs. D. J. Snyder and H. J. Weaver 
officiated. Dr, Derr was pastor of Trin- 
ity during the building of the splendid 
church. It is fitting that Drs. Snyder- 
and Weaver should be associated with 
Dr. Anspach, pastor of Trinity, in this 
service. Dr. Snyder and Dr. Derr were- 
classmates at Susquehanna University, 
and Dr. Weaver and he were lifelong 
friends. 


25: 


ie ocono Pichings 


GIFTS AND FAITHFUL LAYMEN AND PASTORS APPRECIATED 


For the past month a blanket of snow 


has covered the Poconos. Despite heavy . 


falls on several occasions the attend- 
ances at church services has not been 
seriously affected. This has been due 
in part to yeoman service of the State 
Highway Department workers, who la- 
bored long and hard with depleted 
manpower to keep the traffic lanes open 
for travelers. This had a salutary effect 
upon members of the congregations in 
this area. It likewise enabled persons 
from cities to enjoy winter sports at the 
many resorts equipped for that purpose. 
Despite the usual winter colds and 
illnesses, attendances at the services in 
our churches has been gratifying. The 
winter season has also given evidence 
of concentrated activity in the congre- 
gations of the Pocono region and all 
have been busily engaged in working 
out the plans which were made last fall. 
While many of the congregations suffer 
from the lack of man power, due to the 
great number of men and young men 
who have been inducted into the armed 
forces of our nation, the work of the 
Kingdom continues to advance. 

This county has again oversubscribed 
its quota for the Fourth War Loan. 
Much of the success has been due to 
the work of the leaders, among whom 
were many men and women from our 
Lutheran congregations, who gave of 
their time, talents and means. 

Plans are already under way for the 
annual appeal for funds for the Amer- 
ican Red Cross, and once again we find 
Lutheran men and women actively en- 


gaged in this great humanitarian cause, / : 


Congregations Report Encouragingly 


During the month of January the an- 
nual meetings of congregations were 
held and excellent reports were pre- 
sented in every field of operation. In 
St. John’s, Stroudsburg, the report of 
the pastor revealed a fine increase in 
confirmed and communing membership. 
The financial statement showed that all 
obligations had been met, including the 
apportionment, which was overpaid. A 
total of $3,200 was contributed by St. 
John’s to the benevolent causes of the 
Church and more than $11,000 was 
raised for all purposes—all through vol- 
untary contributions. This broke all 
previous records in the seventy-seven 
years of the history of this congregation. 


Most encouraging reports were also 
presented at the meeting of Grace con- 
gregation, East Stroudsburg, where it 
was revealed that a larger amount had 
been paid on the apportionment than 
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for some years and $5,000 had been paid 
on the indebtedness of the congregation 
during 1943. The Rev. J. S. Kistler also 
reported an increase in confirmed and 
communing membership. Four gold 
stars.are now found on the service flag. 


An Appreciated Gift 

An outstanding piece of work has 
been accomplished in the Hamilton 
Parish of the Central Pennsylvania 
Synod. All of the congregations met 
their apportionment in full for the first 
time in many years. Several of them 
were considerably overpaid, and one of 
them paid twice the amount appor- 
tioned. A fine interest and spirit of con- 
secration is being shown in this rural 
parish under the able leadership of the 
Rev. Norman B. Kellow. He recently 
announced that Mt. Eaton congregation 
of this parish was in receipt of a check 
for $25,000 to be placed in an endow- 
ment fund, from a man who was con- 
firmed at its altar and is now a pros- 
perous business man in western Penn- 
sylyania. With such vision on the part 
of wide-awake laymen, the rural con- 
gregation will be able to function for 
years to come and to bring the Gospel 
to our rural neighbors. Owing to 
greater conveniences for pastoral and 
other activities the pastor has recently 
purchased a home in East Stroudsburg, 
where he will shortly move from the 
parsonage at Saylorsburg. 


Tribute to an Active Layman 

January 7 the members of St. John’s 
Stroudsburg, were greatly shocked by 
the announcement that Clarence J. 
Kitchen had been called Home. Mr. 
Kitchen had been a member of the 
vestry of St. John’s for nearly thirty 


‘years and had efficiently and faithfully 


served as the treasurer of the congre- 
gation for nearly twenty-five years. 
Throughout this time his books were 
always in excellent condition and every 
effort was made that the apportionment 
be paid regularly each month. Truly 
the words of the Master apply to this 
servant of the Church, when He said, 
“Well done, thou good and faithful ser- 
vant, enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord.” The funeral service was con- 
ducted by his pastor January 20 and he 


was laid to rest in the Stroudsburg ~ 


Cemetery. At a meeting of the vestry 
of St. John’s, his son, Clarence S. 
Kitchen, was elected to fill the post left 
vacant by the departure of his father. 


A Faithful Pastor 


The Pocono region was recently sur- 


prised when the announcement was 
made of the resignation of the Rev. 
D. M. Latshaw, the able and sincere 
pastor who had served the Tannersville 
Parish for more than five years. During 
this time he had endeared himself to 
the hearts of his people and had proved 
himself a worthy citizen of the com- 
munity. He won the honor and respect 
of the whole community by his keen 
interest not only in the work of the 
Kingdom but also by his activity in 
community affairs. During his pastor- 
ate he had received 120 new members 
into the four congregations of the par- 
ish, officiated at 49 funerals, 26 wed- 
dings and had baptized 72 children. An 
indebtedness of $7,000 on a fine par- 
sonage was met in full, more than 
$10,000 was expended in improvements 
to the property of the congregations, 
many of them being made more 
churchly in their appointments, all of 
which expense was met in full. He 
directed the interest of his people to- 
ward the benevolent work of the 
church with the result that increased 
amounts were annually contributed to- 
wards the apportionment and Lutheran 
World Action. He leaves his field with 
deep regret on the part of his parishion- 
ers, who wish him God’s blessing as he 
takes up his work in his new field of 
labor in the Altonah-Tatamy Parish of 
the Allentown Conference. 


The Lenten’ Season 

All of the congregations in the Pocono 
area are now engaged in making plans 
to observe the Lenten season with a 
series of special services. One of the 
outstanding services of the Lententide 
will be the fourth annual all-Monroe 
County Lutheran Three-hour Service 
on Good Friday. This service will be 
held in St. John’s Church, Stroudsburg, 
with various pastors of.the county and 
near-by parishes assisting the pastor 
loci at this service. 


During the past month the Board of 
Directors of the Paradise Falls Lu- 
theran Association held their annual 
meeting. Reports indicated that the 
past season was one of the best in the 
history of this fine Lutheran resort in 
the Poconos. Indications point to an-. 
other fine. year during the season of 
1944, when both the summer colony 
members, guests at the lodges and inns 
and girls at the camp will be assured of 
a physically and spiritually healthful 
vacation in the Poconos. 


At the reorganization of the Board of 
Directors of the Stroudsburg Y. M. 
C. A., Charles A. Keiper, superin- 
tendent emeritus of St. John’s church 
school, was elected secretary of the 
Board, and Kenneth Weber, a young 
man of St. John’s, was chosen as as- 
sistant secretary of the association. 


The Lutheran 


Slim ove eheliee 


AUGSBURG CHURCH DEDICATES MEMORIAL SANCTUARY 
600 Women Greet Lutheran Missionary Repatriates 


Augsburg Church, the Rev. Frederick 
J. Eckert pastor, dedicated its churchly 
Walter A. Frey Memorial Sanctuary, 
new baptistry, and completely ren- 
ovated church property, January 16. 
Pastor Eckert preached the dedicatory 
sermon. The Rev. H. H. Hartman, or- 
ganizer and first pastor of the congre- 
gation, assisted in the service. The cost 
of memorials and improvements to 
church and adjacent parsonage ex- 
ceeded $16,000. This memorial sanctuary 
is a thing of churchly beauty and dis- 
criminating balance. New oak paneling 
continues around the sanctuary and is 
enriched by beautifully carved placques 
of religious symbolism telling the story 
of the church from creation to the pres- 
ent day. The new altar and reredos are 
dressed on two sides with gorgeous blue 
curtains suspended from hand-wrought 
iron hinges which also provide holders 
for communion candles. 

The baptistry is the gift of Mr. and 
Mrs. William Sheely in memory of their 
parents; the lectern, the gift of Mrs. 
Walter Hoffman, a memorial to her 
husband; the candlesticks, the gift of 
Mrs. George Young; the fair linen, the 
gift of Nancy and David Sieck; the 
India lace doily for the Communion 
Paten, the gift of Womiso Young Wom- 
en’s Group; red and green altar frontals 
and book markers for pulpit and lectern, 
the gift of the Women’s Missionary So- 
ciety; the chancel furniture, the gift of 
“The Ladies of Augsburg.” 

The auditorium has been transformed 
by many changes. The walls have been 
replastered and finished to simulate 
stone. Two sections of pews with a 
. center aisle replace the former three- 
section arrangement of seating. Eight 
new hand-wrought iron lamps provide 
adequate lighting for nave and narthex. 
Gothic lanterns add a churchly touch 
and provide generous lighting. 

The exterior of the building was 
pointed and painted and the lawn im- 
proved with shrubbery. 

One hundred fifty new Common 
Service Books have been placed in pew 
racks, the choir has been vested, and 
the pastor was presented with a new 
cassock and surplice. 


‘Achievement in Stewardship 


Salem Congregation, the Rev. Harry 
V. Krug pastor, rejoiced in its entrance 
into the year 1944 free of debt. This 
commendable achievement of complete 
liquidation of indebtedness amounting 
to $53,120 in 1937 has been accomplished 
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by a scriptural practice of generous giv- 
ing on the part of all members. With a 
communing membership of 188 and a 
confirmed membership of 248, a new 
church has been built and paid for, the 
parsonage has been renovated, exten- 
sive improvements have been made, and 
all debt-free, six years after dedication 
of the new church. The offering com- 
pleting this achievement on the sixth 
anniversary of dedication amounted to 
$1,000. In accord with this debt reduc- 
tion, Salem congregation pays appor- 
tioned benevolences in full and con- 
tributes generously to all benevolence 
causes. “The secret of our accomplish- 
ment,” says Pastor Krug, “is not a large 
congregation, but a large percentage of 
our membership giving with joy, with 
regularity, and according to the cov- 
enant they made with their vote to 
build, and with tithing their income. 


Much credit goes to our members who 
have contributed one or two dollars a 
week to the building fund since the day 
we decided to build.” 


The "Gripsholm” Tea 


St. Mark’s Church, Dr. R. D. Clare 
pastor, was the scene of a unique event 
Wednesday afternoon, February 2, 
made possible by the presence in the 
city of our Lutheran Gripsholm re- 
patriates for the meeting of the Board of 
Foreign Missions. The weather was 
kind, and 600 interested women from 
the United Lutheran congregations in 
the city were on hand to fill the church 
auditorium by two o’clock. The guests 
of honor, the Baltimore Missionary 
Union president, Mrs. Howard F. Reisz, 
and the synodical Women’s Missionary 
Society president, Mrs. M. Edwin 
Thomas, occupied the chancel. 

A service of worship especially pre- 
pared included the reading of some 
verses that motivate a missionary can- 
didate: John 3: 16; Romans 10: 14, 15; 
Matt. 10: 37; Matt. 28: 19, 20. The hymn, 
“Spread Thy Servants,” was used to 
remind all of prayers that attend those 


If You’re Going to 


the Movies 


CONSULT THESE ESTIMATES OF 
CURRENT FILMS 


PREPARED BY INDEPENDENT FILMSCORES, 
A PRIVATE REVIEWING SERVICE. 


BEST CURRENT FILMS 


For Family: Happy Land, Hit the Ice, 
The Human Comedy, In Which We Serve, 
Lassie Come Home, Madame Curie, My 
Friend Flicka, Report from the Aleutians, 
Saludos Amigos, The Silent Village, This 
Is the Army, Thousands Cheer. 

For Mature Audience: Action in the 
North Atlantic, Claudia, Corvette K-225, 
Desert Victory, Destination Tokyo, Guadal- 
canal Diary, Holy Matrimony, The Ox- 
Bow Incident, Sahara, Watch on the Rhine, 
The Young Mr. Pitt. 


NEW PICTURES 


+The City that Stopped Hitler (Soviet 
film distributed by Par.). Documentary. 
Soviet and captured German newsreels and 
maps show siege of Stalingrad, execution 
of Russian plan for city’s release, and final 
battle. . . . Pictures shot in midst of hos- 
tilities give vivid sense of actual warfare; 
those showing results in death and devas- 
tation are grimly convincing reminders of 
real nature of war. A valuable document. 


M, Y. 


Girl Crazy (MGM). Judy Garland, 
Mickey Rooney. Musical. Band numbers, 
songs against story of playboy sent to small 
western college for “toughening up.” 
Again a college is saved for ‘ “owner” by 


outsiders’ staging spectacular “show” for 
publicity. Sprightly, youthful songs, whose 
enthusiasts will find film enjoyable. Y. 


A Guy Named Joe (MGM). Ward Bond, 
Irene Dunne, Jas. Gleason, Van Johnson, 
Spencer Tracy. Drama. Heaven, says this 
fantasy, is where dead aviators are sent 
back to earth to help new flyers avoid the 
mistakes they made, and to release their 
girls from moody remembering. . . . De- 
signed on plan of “Here Comes Mr. Jordan,” 
but lacking subtle humor of that film, this 
becomes a sort of “don’t worry” morale 
builder. (But how is it aviators still crash?) 
Smoothly produced and acted; an interest- 
ing departure from worn trails. M, Y. 


Higher and Higher (RKO). Leon Errol, 
Jack Haley, Michele Morgan, Frank Sin- 
atra. Comedy. Servants incorporate selves 
to pass scullery maid off as master’s debu- 
tante daughter—but she retains servant 
complex. . . . A silly story, marred for 
youthful audience to whom it might other- 
wise appeal by unworthy aims, excess of 
drinking. Sinatra songs an “inserted” ele- 
ment. Minor. M, Y. 


The Uninvited (Par.). Donald Crisp, 
Ruth Hussey, Ray Milland, Gail Russell, 
Cornelia Otis-Skinner. Melodrama. The 
ghostly and ghastly influence of two dead 
women on an isolated house, its occupants 
and the young girl who once lived there, 
and who is focal point of the two ghosts’ 
conflict... . Makes no attempt to explain 
away) the ghostly phenomena, content to 
be frankly impressed by the occult. Excel- 
lently developed for what it is—a spooky 
yet outwardly realistic tale, taut and sus- 
penseful. M. 


“II”? means “may appeal to mature audience” 
“Y” means “may appeal to youth” 
7 means “outstanding for mature audience” 
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PASTORS 
Does your congregation know about 


MARION COLLEGE? 


It has an enviable record as a thoroughly 
Christian College. 
Girls who could not afford a four-year col- 
lege course, can receive further training 
after high school at MARION, an accredited 
Junior College. After graduation girls may 
transfer to the college of*their choice. 
TELL THEM ABOUT MARION COLLEGE 


For information write 


Rev. Henry E. Horn, Box K, Marion, Va. 


God’s Living Truths 


By Leander M. Zimmerman 
Pocket Size. Cloth Bound. Postpaid, 50 cents 


THE PRESBYTERIAN ; 
“Placed on the bedside table or carried 
along on a journey, or perchance mailed to 
an interested service man, its devotional 
content will fit into many a spiritual need.” 


THE LUTHERAN STANDARD 

“Some spiritual insights can come only 
with age and experience. Dr. Zimmerman’s 
words offer such insights with conviction 
and comfort for readers of all ages.” 
THE WATCHMAN EXAMINER 

“God’s Living Truths will gladden many 
a life and encourage all its readers to enjoy 
the provisions of God’s grace.” 
CHURCH MANAGEMENT 

“A delightful pocket volume of helpful 
meditations, with a fitting benediction to a 
splendid little volume.” 

Order from 


The United Lutheran Publication House 
1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


choir will present an inspiringly 
beautiful appearance for years to 
come. Styles for adult, intermediate 
and junior choirs, in many beautiful 
materials and colors.Write for FREE 
Choir Apparel Style Book C-20 
Budget Payment Plan 120, Pulpif/ 
Apparel Style Book CP70. 


932 DAKIN STREET 425 FIFTH AVENUE 
CHICAGO 13, ILLINOIS NEW YORK 16, N.Y. 


going out to serve. The missionary 
guests were introduced as representa- 
tives of a global company of ambas- 
sadors who have accepted the Great 
Commission and who have had the ac- 
companying promise fulfilled in their 
own lives. Profound silence clothed the 
audience as there were read verses of 
Scripture that had been especially help- 
ful to the repatriates during internment 
and travel experiences: Isaiah 12: 2, 3; 
Psalms 91:7, 10; II Timothy 1: 12; 
Philippians 4:7 and the Doxology. 
Faith that the church will abide even in 
the Orient was expressed in the singing 
of “The Church’s One Foundation.” 
In a planned but unrehearsed pro- 
gram, Miss Norma Bloomquist, who re- 
cently made a week-end return from 
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Liberia to New York by Clipper, an- 
other missionary guest of honor, inter- 
rogated the Gripsholmers—the Misses 
Erva Moody, Clara Sullivan, Mae 
Rohlfs, and Catherine Stirewalt. They 
told of their unusual experiences in a 
very interesting, human, and humorous 
fashion. 

After this program was concluded 
with special music and prayers, several 
hundred women adjourned to the 
church parlors which were beautifully 
decorated with flowers and Chinese art 
for a reception and tea. Some, who 
served, wore Chinese costumes. The 
Gripsholm Tea was one of the most sat- 
isfying and inspiring missionary proj- 
ects that the mission-minded women of 
Baltimore had enjoyed in a long time. 
This event was a disappointment only 
to newspaper reporters who came to 
hear gruesome atrocity stories. 


"Soul Care in Wartime" 


A one-day Pastors’ Seminar, spon- 
sored by the American Lutheran Con- 


ference, was held in St. Mark’s Church, 


‘Baltimore, February 2. Sixty pastors 


from Baltimore and Washington were 
in attendance representing U. L. C., 
A. L. C., and Missouri Synod congrega- 
tions. The plan of the seminar was 
quite ambitious and comprehensive in 
scope, centering about The Church, The 
Home, The Community, and The Na- 
tion. Herman Mees Meyer (A. L. C.), 
Charlestown, W. Va., speaker on the 
subject, “Lay Activity in the Church”; 
Edgar F. Witte (Missouri), St. Paul, 
Minn., speaker on “The Christian 
Home”; Frederick E. Reissig (U. L. C.), 
executive secretary, Washington Fed- 
eration of Churches, speaker on “Post- 
War Readjustments.” Fifteen-minute 
discussion periods followed each semi- 
nar address. 


Monday Night Lenten Services 


Sponsored by the Inner Mission So- 
ciety of Baltimore, a series of Lenten 
Monday Night Services will be held in 
the following city churches with speak- 
ers representing Lutheran congrega- 
tions of U. L. C. A. and A. L. C. 
February 28—Dr. Oscar F. Blackwelder, 

Washington, D. C. St. Mark’s Church. 
March 6—Dr. Gould Wickey, Washing- 

ton, D. C. Trinity Church. 

March 13—Dr. Gerhart Lenski, Wash- 
ington, D. C. St. Mark’s Church, St. 
Paul and 20th Sts. 

March 20—Dr. Ralph H. Long, New 
York City. Second Church, Lombard © 
near Greene St. 

March 27—Dr. Carl C. Rasmussen, Get- 
tysburg, Pa. Grace Church, Harford 
Rd. and Batavia Ave. 


a! rom the Borough of Oa 


CHURCH LIFE IN ONE SECTION OF NEW YORK CITY 


Aw unofficial Intersynodical Confer- 
ence was held Monday, February 9, in 
the parish house of Trinity Church, 
Middle Village, Dr. Henry Wasmund 
pastor. The Rev. Louis Bucheimer, of 
the Missouri Synod, presented a paper 
on “The Inerrancy of Scriptures.” The 
Rev. Austin Bosch (U. L. C. A.) spoke 
on “Doctrinal Purity, a Scriptural De- 
mand for Church Fellowship.” The 
meeting was the first of a series of such 
meetings to be arranged by a joint com- 
mittee of Missouri Synod and U. L. 
C. A. pastors in Queens. 


When the new altar in the lecture 
room of the Tri-Boro Hospital, Jamaica, 
was formally dedicated January 28 by 
the Rev. Karl Eberhardt, Protestant 
chaplain, it was the first such dedication 
under Lutheran auspices in New York. 


By Atrrep J. KRAHMER 


The altar, made by the carpenters of 
the hospital, is white, and complete 
with cross and two candlesticks. It is 
movable, because the lecture room is 
used for other purposes. Services are 
held every Friday evening by Pastor 
Eberhardt. 


With the coming of the Rev. Walter 
Cowen to the pastorate of Incarnation 
Church, Jamaica, the last vacancy 
among our Queens congregations was 
filled. Pastor Cowen comes to Jamaica 
after eight years as pastor in Red Bank, 
New Jersey. 


Mrs. Tilly Egner, case worker at the 
Lutheran Service Center, Jamaica, 
spoke at the February meeting of the 
Queens Lutheran Pastoral Association. 
Her report of the work at the Center, 


The Lutheran 


which she began on January 10, indi- 
cates the great need for social case 
work in our borough. 


Lutheran churches in our borough 
are prospering materially in these days 
of plenty. Good Shepherd, Bellaire, 
Pastor Lauri Anderson, has just com- 
pleted a successful Twentieth Year Gift 
Fund drive for $7,500; Christ Church, 
Little Neck, Pastor William Heil, 
achieved a debt reduction goal of $2,000 
in 1943; Grace Church, Forest Hills, 
Pastor Alfred Krahmer, is near the 
completion of a drive to raise $4,000 to 
liquidate the church debt. 


All Queens churches are making a 
real effort to keep in touch with church 
members away from home in the armed 
services, but the most ambitious pro- 
gram we have seen is that set up by 
St. James, Ozone Park, Dr. Harry 
Kreider pastor. St. James spent $1,905 
in 1943 for this work, and is striving to 
raise $3,000 for this purpose in 1944. 
This fund has been used to send weekly 
church letters to the service men, to 
supply them with Service Books and 
Testaments, to give them all subscrip- 
tions to two current magazines, Life and 
Reader’s Digest, and to send 646 “re- 
membrance boxes.” All this for ninety- 
seven men and women. The money is 
raised through monthly Service Fund 
envelopes. 


St. Andrew’s Church, Richmond Hill, 
the Rev. Paul Y. Livingston pastor, re- 
ports the dedication of two new memo- 
rial windows recently. . . . Messiah, 
Flushing, lists the names and addresses 
of five of its service family in the Sun- 
day bulletin each week, with a request 
that members of the congregation write 
them. ... The six-week forum on “The 
Foundations of a Just and Lasting 
Peace” held Wednesday evenings at St. 
John’s, Richmond Hill, the Rev. Robert 
Weiskotten pastor, has been unusually 
successful. Each of the series, which 


- ran from January 5 to February 9, was 


well attended. 


Brooklyn Church Destroyed 
by Fire 


Brooklyn, N. Y. St. Paul’s Church, 
located at South Fifth and Rodney Sts., 
Brooklyn, was destroyed by fire Feb- 
ruary 12. The fire was apparently 
caused by weakened insulation and 
started in the parish house. In two 
hours’ time the roof of the church was 
demolished and the church was com- 
pletely gutted. The sexton’s wife was 
trapped in their apartment in the parish 
house and died from suffocation. 

The church is one of the oldest Lu- 
theran churches in Brooklyn, built in 
1880. Its present value was $160,000. 
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GIFTS 

lor those 
Approaching 
CONFIRMATION 


CHICAGO II 


ARE you looking for the right gift for that fine young man or 
young woman who is about to take his or her Confirmation Vows this 
spring? You will want something especially fitting asa remembrance 
for such a solemn occasion. 


Our GIFT SUGGESTIONS Catalog No. 79*, which is in the 


hands of all pastors and others on our mailing list, will help you 
select such items as: 


BIBLES— 


King James’ Version, Revised Version, Modern Translations— 
name printed in gald on cover—real or imitation leather covers— 
illustrated—with maps, etc. 


COMMON SERVICE BOOKS— 


For Girls: Small Word Edition No. 511, No. 512, No. 513, No. 
514; Small Word India Paper Edition, No. 571, also a favorite— 
For Boys: Small Word Edition or Large Word Edition bindings 
No. 522, No. 523, No. 524. 


NOVELTIES— 


Crosses, Bible Lockets, Luther League Emblem Rings, Pins, But- 
tons, Pictures, Plaques. 


BOOKS— 
Books on prayers, church history, Luther, missions, historical 
novels, inspirational and devotional books, etc. 


* A supplement to this catalog is being prepared and will be 
included in our circular mailing about March 1. 


The United Lutheran Publication House 
1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


PITTSBURGH 22 


~ COLUMBIA 3 


29 


Is Church Music Your Problem? 


Subscribe to 


Sursum Corda 


The Church Music Quarterly for Choirs, 
Choirmasters, Organists. 


Anthems and helps in every issue. 
$1.50 a year. Sample copy, 50 cents. 
$1.00 per year in groups. 


Address—SURSUM CORDA, Elkhorn, Wis. 


TAENRY BECKS 


‘STMIneD: GIS 
ESTUDIO: Son seaah 


SKILLED - CRAFTSMANSHIP fp: 4 


HIGHEST - 
DESIGNS nx x 


(Bs ® *# ORIGINAL: 


Lutheran cramany 
Rare Theological SEMINARY 


In the heart of America’s greatest 
concentration of Lutherans. 


Undergraduate Summer Quarter 
May 22 to July 29. 


Graduate School, with credit S.T.M. or 
S.T.D. July 30-August 18. (Full quarter’s 
lectures in compressed schedule.) 


Graduate work in Extension — through 
alertly supervised reading. 


STUDY - OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE 
WHOLE OF THE PASTOR’S CAREER 


For fuller information, write: 


Charles B. Foelsch, Ph.D., President 
Maywood, Illinois 


O* April 1, 1944, will appear the first number of 
THEOLOGY TODAY, a new religious quarterly 


Church Destroyed by Fire 


At an early hour Sunday morning, 
January 23, Trinity Church, Lemoyne, 
Pa., was totally destroyed by fire of un- 
determined origin. The loss was esti- 
mated at $80,000. Through the kindness 
of Grace Evangelical congregation, the 
services of Lutherans have been con- 
ducted in their church every Sunday 
afternoon. 

Trinity Church was organized in 1895 
and was completed in three sections. It 
was only recently cleared of debt. The 
walls of the building have been pulled 
down and debris removed with a hope 
of erecting another church in the near 
future. The Rev. E. S. Frey is the pas- 
tor of this congregation. 


Synodical Parish Worker 
Inducted Into Office 


At an Epiphany Day service in Cen- 
tral Lutheran Church, Seattle, Wash., 
Miss Ann Pasjack was inducted into the 
office of Synodical Parish Worker of the 
Pacific Synod. Pastors and members of 
the four congregations in Seattle par- 
ticipated in the service as well as visit- 
ing pastors. The Rev. John L. Sawyer, 
president of the Pacific Synod, preached 
a challenging sermon. The Rev. J. S. 
Neff of Vancouver, B. C., presented 
Miss Pasjack, highly recommending her 
for the work she is undertaking. 

The calling of this full-time lay 
worker by the synod marks a forward 
step, a beginning of missionary work 
to be done by the synod without out- 
side financial help. She has a splendid 


God's Terrible Springtime ............ Hugh Thomson Kerr 
Civilization’s Doom and Resurrection. ..... Joseph L. Hromadka 
The Cults: Phenomenon and Challenge ...... John E. Kuizenga 
e Wanted: A Biblical Theology ...........4+- Paul S. Minear 
The Rediscovery of the Gospel ............ F. W. Dillistone 
AN Towards a New Other-Worldliness ....... H. Richard Niebuhr 
ew On: Liberal’ Education's) iss? eo) a eae eed ve Howard F. Lowry 
Religi A Theological Watershed: 
eligious An Exposition of the Romerbrief by Karl Barth . . Holmes Rolston 
The Church in the World 
Quarterly Book Reviews 
that is SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
Timel: and U.S. & Canada, $2.00 per year; other countries $2.50 
mey, ‘ Single Copies—75 cents each 
to the Point Special Charter Subscription Rate (U. S. & Canada only) 
3 years for $5.00 
e (Canadian prices are quoted in terms of U. S. funds) 
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edited by John AyMackay and a group of distinguished 
American and Ponchies clergymen and laymen, in- 

. spired by the motto ‘‘The Life of Man in the Light of God.” 
This review will not discuss theology for its own sake; 
rather it will discuss today in the light of theology, thereby 
giving a real insight into the meaning of both theology 
and today. 


TABLE OF CONTENTS— FIRST ISSUE 
EDITORIALS 


Theology Today—An Interpretation 
Our Journalistic Lineage 
The Present Number 


Send your Subscription Now—to the Business Office of 


THEOLOGY TODAY 
267 Highland Avenue « Lansdowne, Pa. 


record of Sunday school, Luther League 
and missionary service in her home 
congregation and city, and has also been 
active in League work in the Pacific 
Northwest District as Junior-Interme- 
diate secretary, and director for sev- 
eral years of the Lutherland Bible 
Camp. After three months of service in 
Vancouver under the Board of Amer- 
ican Missions, Miss Pasjack was heart- 
ily welcomed to Seattle, where she will 
work in our four congregations under 
the synodical Mission. Committee. 


Parsonage Family Honored 


Manchester, Md. Immanuel Church, 
the Rey. Louis H. Rehmeyer pastor, 
completed the year 1943 with beney- 
olence apportionment paid in excess, ~ 
$8,000 spent on repairs and improve- 
ments, and all current bills paid. 

December marked the completion of 
twenty years of service by Pastor and 
Mrs. Rehmeyer with Immanuel congre- 
gation. 

As they entered the social hall pre- 
sumably to attend a monthly meeting 
of the Ladies’ Aid Society, they were 
greeted by a large number of apprecia- 
tive people, including seven pastors of ~ 
the community and brothers and sisters © 
of the pastor and his wife. Gifts of © 
flowers went to members of the parson- © 
age family and a $100 bill to the pastor © 
as a token of appreciation of a grateful - 
congregation. Miss Frances Miller, a 
member’, of the congregation, read an | 
original poem of many stanzas reciting — 
the achievements of the twenty-year ~ 
pastorate. 


Death of Conrad Wilker, D.D. 


Tue LUTHERAN reports to its readers 
the death on February 28 of Conrad 
Wilker, D.D., pastor of St. Michael’s 
Church, Allentown, Pa. His illness, due 
to a heart ailment, began on Ash 
Wednesday. His death occurred in the 
Happ Hospital, Northampton, Pa. He 
was nearing his sixty-second birthday. 

The funeral service in St. Michael’s 
Church, March 3, was conducted by the 
president of the Ministerium of Penn- 
sylvania, Dr. E. E. Fischer, assisted by 
the president of the Allentown Confer- 
ence, the Rev. H. C. Snyder. 

An obituary of Dr. Wilker will ap- 
pear in a later issue of THE LUTHERAN. 


Death of Mrs. W. D. C. Keiter 


Mrs. Millie Ruhe Keiter, widow of the 
late Dr. William D. C. Keiter, pastor of 
Holy Trinity Church, Bethlehem, Pa., 
for more than thirty years, and former 
benevolence secretary of the Minis- 
terium of Pennsylvania and Adjacent 
States, died at her home in Allentown, 
Pa., February 16, aged eighty-one years. 
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Mrs. Keiter was the mother of the 
Rev. Dr. A. Charles R. Keiter, pastor of 
Salem Church, Lebanon, Pa., and of Mr. 
Ernest R. Keiter of Maplewood, N. J. 


SYNOD 


The twenty-fourth annual convention of the 
Michigan Synod will be held at Trinity Church, 
Crescent and_ Bostwick Streets, Grand Rapids, 
Mich., May 15-17. Service of Holy Communion, 
1.30 P. M., May 15. Vernon E. Kotter, Sec. 


THE COMMISSION OF ADJUDICATION 


The Commission of Adjudication of the United 
Lutheran Church will meet in the William Penn 
Hotel, Pittsburgh, Pa., at 10.00 A. M., Wednes- 
day, March 15, for the transaction of all busi- 
ness which may properly come before it. 

B. H. Pershing, Sec. 


OBITUARY 
Arthur Simon Beaver 


son of the late William H. and Mary Ann Ulrich 
Beaver, was born in Monroe Township, Snyder 
County, Pa., April 26, 1864. He attended the 
public schools in his community and prepared 
for teaching. After following this profession for 
a while, he became interested in the store con- 
ducted by his father. In his later years he be- 
came a rural mail carrier. 

He was married to Miss Susan Catherine Neff, 
daughter of the late Dr. Isaac P. Neff, pastor of 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Middleburg, Pa. 
He was a faithful member of this congregation 
and served on the church council for nearly 
half a century, and was frequently elected a 
delegate from the charge to conference and 
synod meetings, and served on several commit- 
tees of both bodies. He was an active member 
of the Sunday school and served for many years 
as euipeeans and treasurer of the Men’s Good- 
will Bible Class. He was also an honorary mem- 
ber of the Women’s Missionary Society in the 
local cere and a life member of the general 
society. 

Mr. Beaver passed from this life January 29, 
1944, after several weeks of suffering. The 
funeral service was conducted by his pastor, 
the Rev. M. C. Drumm, and burial took place in 
Glendale Cemetery, near Middleburg. 

He was a prince in character, in the church, 
in society and in the home. He was a kind, 
lovable soul who had a host of friends. He is 
survived by his wife, one sister, one niece, and 
three nephews. Cc. Drumm. 


Mrs. Harold J. Lucas 


Myrtle Esther Graham Lucas died in the Ohio 
Valley Hospital at Steubenville, Ohio, February 
2. She was born in Taren , Pa., July 30, 
1904, the daughter of the Rev. and Mrs. E. O. 
Graham of Jewett, Ohio. She was married Sep- 
tember 17, 1940, to Harold J. Lucas, who sur- 
vives. Besides her husband and her parents, 
she is survived by four sisters, Miss Wilhelmina 
Graham, Mrs. S. M. Cunningham, and Miss 
Mary Graham of Jewett, and Mrs. W. E. Adams 
of Winchester, Va. 

The deceased was an active member of St. 
James Lutheran Church of Jewett, and was a 
teacher in the Sunday school and a faithful 
member of the Luther League. 

eral services were held February 5 at St. 
James Church, with the Rev. A. C. Burger, pas- 
tor of the church, and the Rev. Paul O. W. 
Heist of Martins Ferry, Ohio, officiating. She 
was laid to rest in Fairview Cemetery, Jewett. 


The Rev. Howard Elias Snyder 


passed away February 11 in Mount Alto Hos- 
pital, Washington, D. C., following a three 
weeks’ illness from influenza. He was among 
the capital’s best-known clergymen, and was 
for many years interested in chaplaincy work. 

The funeral service was held February 14 in 
the Lutheran Church of the Atonement, Wash- 
ington, D. C., and burial took place in the 
Chaplains’ Section of Arlington National Ceme- 
tery with full military honors. 

Lt.-Col. Howard E. Snyder, Ch. C. R., U.S. A., 
was born August 15, 1877, in Tippecanoe County, 
Ind., the son of Edwin and Hannah Louisa 
(Rex) Snyder. His ancestors participated in 
the early building of America, serving in the 
Revolutionary War and the War of 1812. 

Mr. Snyder was a graduate of Thiel College, 
Greenville, Pa., in 1902, and of the Philadel- 
phia Seminary in 1906. He was ordained that 
same year by the Ministerium of Pennsylvania 
and became pastor and organizer of Holy Trin- 
ity Church, Wildwood, N. J. Other pastorates 
served by him were the Church of the Re- 
deemer, Kingston, N. Y., 1908-16; Luther Memo- 
rial, Madison, Wis., 1916-17; Christ Church, 
Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia, Pa., 1920-25. For 
the past twenty years he was pastor of Atone- 
ment Church, Washington, D. C. He was the 
organizer of the first Lutheran services for the 
deaf in Washington, and for several years con- 
ducted such services at Atonement Church. — 

Dr. Snyder is survived by his wife, Caroline 
Pearl Bortz Snyder; and four daughters: Caro- 
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OF SURPASSING VALUE! 
Abundant Living 


Still gives the most to its readers 
. + - leads in demand! 


For books, the only true ap- 
praisal is the reader value test. 


On this basis, ABUNDANT 
LIVING, E. Stanley Jones’ 
great devotional handbook is 
more than the book of the hour: 
it meets superbly the para- 
mount need of our time—new 
light, new hope, new inspira- 
tion. More than 250,000 read- 
ers say there is no other book 
like it! 

ABUNDANT LIVING pro- 
vides the unfailing beam on 


which we all can arrive at 
abundant living. 


You Can Get Your Copy at 
Your Nearest Bookstore— 
It’s Only a Dollar! 


ABINGDON-COKESBURY PRESS 


Nashville 2 


Tennessee 


lyn, wife of Dr. Glenn Pincock; Monica S., 
wife of Capt. John Ball, Fort Belvoir; Mary 
Louise, wife of William Trible of the White 
House post office; and Paula S., wife of Wil- 
liam Nalley. He is also survived by three 
brothers and three sisters in Indiana. 

Mr. Snyder enlisted as a private in the U. S. 
Infantry, Pennsylvania Militia, in 1898, and had 
eighteen years of active service as an enlisted 
man and chaplain in the army, serving part of 
the time during the first World War as a chap- 
lain attached to the Navy. He was stationed 
at the Great Lakes Naval Station and was a 
warm personal friend of the late Admiral Wil- 
liam A. Moffett, U. S. N., through whom he 
was able to establish the first Lutheran chapel 
built on an Army or Navy reservation. He 
was largely responsible for the present type of 
Navy and Army chaplains, being one of the 
men who fought for such a revision of the 
chaplains’ duties as would emphasize their rank 
spiritually instead of physically or recreation- 
ally. He was the organizer of the Chaplains’ 
Association and served it as secretary and pres- 
ident. He also founded the Chaplain Magazine 
and served for several years as its editor. 

Chaplain Snyder was efficiently active for the 
first Lutheran Commission for Soldiers’ and 
Sailors’ Welfare, the forerunner of the present 
U. L. C. A. Committee on Army and Navy Work. 


RESOLUTIONS 
The Rev. H. D. Chapman 


Whereas, it has pleased our heavenly Father 
to call unto Himself the soul of our pastor, the 
Rev. H. D. Chapman. 

And Whereas, in the Rev. Chapman we had an 
exemplary pastor. A man who lived a plain, 
humble life among us. A life worthy of the 
highest admiration by those who knew him. 

And Whereas, the Rev. Chapman by training 
of heart and mind was an able preacher, a safe 
counselor and pastor. 

Be It Therefore Resolved: 

1. That we bow in humble submission to the 
will of our heavenly Father, Who doeth all 
things well. 

2. That we are thankful for the beautiful 
Christian life that Rev. Chapman lived among us. 

3. That we are thankful for his loyalty to the 
confessions of our church in the teaching and 
preaching of the pure word of God and the ad- 
ministration of Holy Baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper. 

4. That in the death of our pastor we feel the 
church and the community have suffered an 
irreparable loss. 

5. That we express to the members of his 
family our personal sympathy and assure them 
of our consideration while in our midst. 

6. That a copy of these resolutions be sent to 
the family, placed upon the minutes of the joint 
council of the pastorate, upon the minutes of 
the congregations constituting the said pastor- 
ate; that copies be sent to THe LuTHERAN, the 
county papers and to the president of the Synod 
of Maryland. 

Joint CoUNCIL OF THE SHARPSBURG CHARGE 
Resolutions Committee. 

Hubert P. Stine George J. Rohrer 

Albert E: Bowers Paul M. Haynes 

Allen C, Eakle Paul S. Miller 


This Easter 


Wovtp you like to go back to that first 
Easter and those never-to-be-forgotten 
scenes of sadness—madness—gladness— 
glory? 


THEN travel, step by step, with Christ 
from that immortal Last Supper to the 
coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, 
in the brand, new book-size poem— 


“MEMORIES OF THE MASTER 
AND THE WAY” 


Order today, you'll never regret it. 
Read it tomorrow, you'll never forget it. 
$1.00 Postpaid to 
Water of Life Publishers 
P. O. BOX 1930 
MILWAUKEE (2), WIS. 


© After you have read this 
copy of ” The Lutheran” 
don’t throw it away. Pass 
if on to someone who 
hasn't been able to get 
one. In this way you can 
share with others “The 


Lutheran’s’ important 
messages to Lutherans. 


Make your copy work 
overtime 


IN THE SERVICE OF 
THE CHURCH 


ONLY CHRISTIAN TEACHING 
CAN WIN THE PEACE! 


Making Tomorrow's Citizens 


“‘The future of the race marches forward 
on the feet of little children,” said 
Phillips Brooks. Our children of today 
are the future of our country and of 
humanity. We must prepare them to 
face the tremendous yeafs ahead with 
decision—Christian decision! 


It is the purpose of the official church 
publishing house to help its churches 
rear their children in the best Christian 
manner, with the aid of special emphases 
and tested findings, so that when these 
young folks assume their places in the 
adult world of tomorrow, Christian teach- 


YOU YOUR 


NEED YOUR PUBLISHING 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 
HOUSE a] - NEEDS. YOU 


ing will dictate their thoughts and deeds. 


The official lesson materials and peri- 
odicals of your church body have grown 
in compass and effectiveness over a period 
of many years and today they represent 
the most valued thought and. teaching. 
They are your own publications—pre- 
pared especially for your local church use. 
If you are not using them right now, 
why not enlist their special assistance? 
Your church body needs the full strength 
of all its churches to accomplish its part 
of the total Christian teaching task... 
and tomorrow is dawning apace. 


This is a cooperative message from 
THIRTY OFFICIAL CHURCH PUBLISHING HOUSES 


in the interest of all-out Christian teaching 


THE aia LUTHERAN PUBLICATION HOUSE 
1228 SPRUCE STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA. 


